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a site is more than 500,000 years 
old, it's possible that the vole 
lived more recently further south. 

Nevertheless, experts are itch- 
ing to learn more about the new 
finds. Having access to more 
bones from the earliest Europe- 
ans would help, in particular, in 
resolving the question of wheth- 
er modem Europeans are the 
descendants of several ancient 
European lineages or whether 
they arose from one group of 
Africans who invaded Europe 
more than 100,000 years ago. 

Discrimination Case 
Settled at Caltech 

Stormy weather has been mar- 
ring the normally sunny skies over 
the California Institute of Tech- 
nology's Big Bear Solar Observa- 
tory. Accused of "discrimination 
and harassment based on gender," 
prominent solar astronomer Har- 
old Zirin, director since Big Bear 
opened in 1969, has stepped down 
from his position for 3 months. 

Zirin's absence, which started 
on 30 June, came as part of a 

settlement negotiated between 
Caltech and the Department 
of Education's Office of Civil 
Rights (OCR). Last January, 
three women filed a complaint 
against Zirin with OCR. They 
are staff scientist Sara Martin, 
who reportedly won a cash settle- 
ment in a 1992 case claiming 
Zirin was trying to force her out; 
Leila Belkora, a University of 
Colorado Ph.D. candidate who 
was doing thesis research at 
Caltech; and Terri Griffin, a Big 

Even NIAID director Antho- 
ny Fauci, who made the decision 
to delay large-scale .U.S. tests, 
says he might have ruled differ- 
ently under other circumstances. 
"If we had the dynamics of the 
epidemic seen in Thailand," says 
Fauci, "that would tip the bal- 
ance in favor of going forward." 
Indeed, Genentech Inc. and Bio- 
cine Inc., the makers of the two 
vaccines that had been in line for 
the U.S. tests, are now exploring 
the idea of holding efficacy trials 
in Thailand. 
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