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It is the ~lnd of exhibit the Smithsonian is famous for: a cen- tists apgo&ted by the ACS, but explicitly gave the Smithsonian's 1 tury-long look at the role of science in American life. Visitors to curaton the final wad on content. At that point, says Heindel, 
the exhibit, which opened in April, get a tour through the devel- "we &wand later, "we couldn't get w t  of our contract." 
opnnent of the birth-control pill, an examjna 
the b o d  in shaping public: aaiaides ( ~ l u d i r w  ammptete fam- o b i d m  &t ane 
ily fallous shelter), a revkw of w i -  - I 
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m i n d w H m k p * $ t e m $ 5 3  Molella, who notes that the exhibit 
millionto 6 1 r e f ~ p  the &bit fa faa, ks in the Museum of American His- 
smw scientists are ccmtplaining that tcq, not a science museum, says, "The 
the Smidmaian's curaton have used purpose wasn't to do something about 
the ACS grant to attack science. the triumphs of science. What we did 
Thaa pemqxiosl led to a 5-year was show how wciety has changed and 

bade between an advisory committee uee that to show something about 
qpainted by the ACS and curators gart how science works" Molella says he 
at the Smithsonian's Museum of Am- the American G k m h i  Society likes best; they Wnk considered the advice of the chemists 
erkan History. At the heart of the muchofm rest has a n m  torn. helpful for getting the scientific details 
bmle was the protrayal of science- r'&t, but made it a point to follow his 
and of chemistry in particular. Committee members say they own judgment oncontent: "We know it's important to preserve 
fought to head off what they saw as an attack an chemistry and the integrity of the Smithmnim." Molella chose artifacr~ to illus- 
science; the final product "is not whqt ACS wanted or what nate t h e c h ~ ~ i c ~ p t i o n o f s c i e n c e f r o m  andve early 
&e S m i b  wanted," says committee chair William Nevill, faith in "pzr,gressn through the disillusionments that came with 
a chctmiaa km Louisiana State University. The exhibit's head Silent Spring, Three Mile I S M ,  Love Canal, a d  the exploding 
cumgwt historian Arthur Moklla, however, says he's proud of space shurtle. 
hPQd= Same members of the advisory committee say the curators' 

Themhibit points up the pitfalls of private W i  just as the original script d s d  for a much harsher treatment of science 
Smirhsarriirn gets a new secretary, Ira Michael Heyman, who than what visitors to the exhibit now see. "We spent most of our 
haps to hawse the level of private mppm (see box on p. political capital d i n g  sire it- wasn't a complete expos6 of the 
728). Hqmm takd rniIlions of dollars for s c w  at &e Uni- k d s  of science," says committee member Spencer Weart, a 
wmsky of Glkia, h k e l q ;  he now says he's aware of the historian workinghr the American Institute of Physics, Members 

and the need say earlier versions had more pejorative captions attached to 
to p r m  that say, if cor- exhibiur sia& as dm atomic-boa& story and item on pollution. 1 
poratioras gi going to honor At m e  camnittee members admit there was talk of 1 
them. If it mvolves a plaque, feow b e  can that plaque be?" trying to gull out of the project. ACS and the Smithsonian 

But the disagreements uve  "*e in American Lifen both c&d du$r iawyers. 
centered on more complex issues: t& s ~ ~ ~ - a f  the exhibit When +dust settled, an exhibit emerged that included some 
and the tone of its message. A t 3  mkhdly wftnted to put elemeras dccmpromise-but not eno& to satisfy some promi- 
mgether something like San Francism's Exploratorium, a nent scientists. In June, Robert Park, the American Physical 

; A 
"hands-an" museum where people learn about scientific prin- Society's public affairs director, blastPd tfre exhibit in an elec- 
ciples by moving magnets, pulting levers, and playhg with the tronic newsletter he circulaws called "What's New." The chemi- 
femonsttations, recalls ACS president Ned JAeimH In the cal society's $5.3 million, Park wrote, went inm an exhibit for 
1970s, he says, the organization considered building an Ex- which "the focus is not on the dbveries of science but on the 
,$omtorium-style exhibit in its headquarters in dawntown public's c k  perceptian-a view that's sure to worsen as a 
W d b g m n ,  D.C. Feasibiliq studies quickly dampened that r d t  d t h e  exhibit." 

limmer of the technical Though mill unhappy about some aspects of the exhibit, 
wever, a previous ACS Ileirrdei and other ACS chemists are putting the best face on 
nian has the technical things. They threw a party for the exhibit's opaning and in 

exhibit, and the idea for a public emphasize the parts b y  are happy with, especially the 
hands-on science experiments. Committee chair Nevi11 adds that 

t obligating it to pay the Smith- the downsides of technology and the changing views ofscience are 
-5 million far "Science in part of out history, like it or not. "We stated with the '20s and 

Smithmian weed to build '3&, when science was c o m i M  the final w o r h  scientific 
the exhibit included the con- argument wm truth,'' says Nwiil, ". . . As we close the century we 
scientists. The also f i  that s c i ~ c e  daes not have the answer to everything." 
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