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edited by DIANA PABST

Planning Begins for 150th Anniversary

When AAAS celebrates its
150th anniversary in 1998, the
event will mark more than just
the founding of an organiza-
tion. Historian Sally Kohlstedt
writes in her book on the Asso-
ciation’s early years* that the role
of AAAS was “fundamental in
creating a viable scientific com-
munity in the United States.”
The 1840s were progressive
years for science in America,
marked by growth and increased
professionalization. A rampant
“self-culture” movement fueled
public enthusiasm for science,
which was seen as a major force in
national progress and prosperity.
Many societies sprang up as a way
for scientists to share knowledge
and diffuse their findings to the
public. But most were local and
specialized. No organization rep-
resented the interests of the
broader scientific community.

Kohlstedt writes that the cre-
ation of AAAS—which grew out
of the Association of American
Geographers and Naturalists—
served to unify a scientific com-
munity that was struggling “to es-
tablish a cohesive self-identity.”
Virtually every scientist at the
time was a member. Stressing the
importance of an informed pub-
lic, scientific leaders urged AAAS
to maintain a commitment to
the popularization of science.

Executive Officer Richard
Nicholson said that as the Asso-
ciation looks ahead to the 150th-
year celebration, “I think the chal-
lenge will be deciding how to con-
tain it because the impact of
AAAS has been so widespread.”

“Many other scientific societ-
ies that exist today have been
heavily influenced by what
AAAS has done.”

Last month Nicholson ap-
pointed a Sesquicentennial Task

Force of AAAS senior managers
to begin the planning. Nan
Broadbent, director of the Office
of Communications, heads the
group. She said the committee
will consider goals and objec-
tives for the anniversary, ways of
reaching the public, a time line,
a budget and funding, and crite-
ria for proposed activities. “The
scope of the project means we'll
be depending heavily on the in-

AAAS member Rolf

Stamp of Distinction

is large market for a proposed stamp.”

Sinclair collected
stamps as a boy, and
for years he’s wanted
to see a U.S. postal
stamp recognizing
AAAS. Now, an ef-
fort is under way to
make it happen.

Sinclair, secretary
of the Section on Phys-
ics, submitted a resolution to the Council last
winter urging the Association to seek a com-
memorative stamp in 1998 for the 150th anni-
versary of AAAS. It passed by unanimous vote.

A campaign to garner support began this
month with a display at the Pacific Division
meeting in San Francisco. Pre-printed postcards
and ballot-type boxes will be available at all
AAAS-related meetings.

Board Chairman Eloise Clark, head of the
AAAS stamp committee, said members also
should write letters of support, stressing the im-
portance of recognizing not just AAAS but
the impact of science. “Letters of support are
crucial,” she said. “They demonstrate to the
Postal Service’s advisory committee that there

A 13-member Citizens’ Stamp Advisory
Committee reviews subjects and designs, then
sends suggestions to the postmaster general for
final approval. Every year thousands of ideas are
submitted; only a few make the cut.

Stamp experts said AAAS is doing things
right by starting well in advance. Stamp selec-
tion, design, and production can take 2 years. An-
other favorable factor: the 150-year milestone.
Among the eligibility criteria for stamp subjects
is that “events and themes of widespread na-
tional interest will be considered for commemo-
ration on anniversaries in multiples of 50 years.”

The AAAS committee will weigh ideas on
format and design and include suggestions or
sketches with the proposal. Suggestions from
members are encouraged. Several stamp experts
have advised: Keep the theme simple and of
broad general interest.

Whatever the format, Sinclair said, “we should
make every effort to make the stamp a master-
piece.”

Send letters of support as well as ideas to: AAAS
Commemorative Stamp Committee, Office of Com-
munications, Room 801, 1333 H Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20005, or phone 202-326-6440.

volvement of sections, affiliates,
and other organizations,” she said.
The task force hopes to develop a
preliminary plan by early fall.
Other institutions may offer
models for the year-long celebra-
tion. In May task force members
traveled to Philadelphia to talk
with officials at the American
Philosophical Society, which last
year had its 250th anniversary.
Last week the task force met
with consultants from The His-
tory Factory in Washington, D.C.,
which helps organizations plan
milestone events. Edith Wilson,
senior vice president and manag-
ing director of the company, said
a major anniversary should be
more than an institutional birth-
day. “Anniversaries offer a won-
derful opportunity for cultural re-
newal—a chance to rediscover
the core values and unique cul-
ture that have driven the organi-
zation through the years,” she said.
Nicholson said the anniver-
sary year will be a time for looking
ahead as well as back. “While
AAAS has had a lot of impact in
the past,” he said, “some people
would argue that science is pro-
gressing so rapidly, its greatest im-
pact probably lies in the future.”
Send ideas via e-mail to:
tribute@aaas.org. Send letters to:
Sesquicentennial Task Force,
AAAS, Room 801, 1333 H Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20005.

*Sally Gregory Kohlstadt, The Formation
of the American Scientific Community:
The American Association for the
Advancement of Science, 1848-60,
University of lllinois Press, 1976.
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Scientific SWARM in the Southwest

In Durango, Colorado, the big-
gest attraction in town is the nar-
row-gauge Silverton train that
pulls out every morning at 8:30
carrying carloads of sight-seeing
passengers. Late last month, a
very different kind of attraction
drew 275 people to Durango for
a conference of the Southwest-
ern and Rocky Mountain Divi-
sion of AAAS, or SWARM.

The meeting, now in its 70th
year, was held at Fort Lewis Col-
lege—Colorado’s “Campus in
the Sky.” Built atop a plateau,
the school has a postcard view of
the snow-capped La Plata Moun-
tains framed by blue skies.

Ecological themes and desert-
related research were well repre-
sented in the scientific sessions
and 184 technical papers. Sym-
posia covered biological, geologi-
cal, and social issues of the South-
west, climate change, environ-
mental cleanup at a nuclear weap-
ons site in the Texas panhandle,
animal models for studying hear-
ing loss, and methods of scientific
discovery. There also were sev-
eral general lectures, a student
poster session, and the usual so-
cial mixers.

The prevailing tone was low-
key and casual. “We’re more laid
back out here and less struc-
tured,” said Michele Balcomb of
Colorado Mountain College,
SWARM’s executive director for
14 years before she stepped down
last year.

Climate Change, Rising Seas

A full day of sessions examined
evidence and influences of cli-
mate change. Ken Taylor of the
Desert Research Institute in Reno,
Nevada, presented data from
100,000-year-old Greenland ice
cores that he said point to a dra-
matic climatic change within a
40- to 50-year span at the start of
the Holocene. He likened the
abrupt shift to a “flickering
switch.” Echoing other speakers,
Taylor said implications for fu-
ture climate variation are diffi-
cult to assess because of uncer-

tainty about the role of factors
such as polar ice, oceanic circula-
tion, and atmospheric levels of
COZ.

Climate change also was the
subject of this year’s John Wesley
Powell Memorial Lecture, estab-
lished in 1929 and open to the
public. Mark Meier, director of
the Institute of Arctic and Al-
pine Research at the University
of Colorado in Boulder, gave a
comprehensible—and at times
humorous—overview of global
warming and sea-level change.
He predicted the sea will rise by
about a third of a meter by the
year 2050.

A sobering message that re-
verberated in questions and re-
marks at other sessions was deliv-
ered by Radford Byerly, retired
chief of staff for the Committee
on Science, Space, and Technol-
ogy of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. Describing “broad dis-
enchantment” with the scientific
establishment and growing sup-
port in Congress for the idea that
research should be focused on so-
cial and economic problems, he
warned that changes lie ahead,
and stressed: “It’s much better if
the [scientific] community does it
rather than having it imposed.”

In a session on demographics
and social issues of the South-
west, professor Gary Knight de-
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scribed an innovative program at
Fort Lewis College to train more
Navajo teachers. “We're going to
develop a caste system in this
country if we don’t increase the
number of teachers of color,” he
said. Noting that 44 languages
are spoken in the region, he said
that “the Southwest might be a
model for the United States in
dealing with diversity.”

Collegiality and Mentoring
SWARM'’s roots date to 1920,
when scientists in the South-
west who felt isolated formed
a subdivision of AAAS to in-
crease scientific communication
in the area. The division now
encompasses the mid-continen-
tal United States and parts of
Canada and Mexico.

Despite the often long dis-
tances, many conferees said
SWARM has a core of collegial-
ity that draws some people to the
meetings year after year. Physics
professor Sallie Watkins of the
University of Southern Colorado
has been attending for 15 years.
“Apart from an interest in the
technical papers, I found there
was a camaraderie among the in-
stitutions of the region,” she said.

Another trait is a strong men-
toring environment. “We're a
user-friendly audience for stu-
dents,” said Executive Director
Donald Nash. Half of the tech-

nical papers this year were given

On track in Durango. Coal-fired train departs daily for Silverton, 45 miles
away, via a route first used in 1882 to haul silver and gold.

Peer review. Daniel Lopez of New
Mexico State University explains
his research on an inner-ear nerve
at the poster session.

by graduate and undergraduate
students. One was graduate stu-
dent Gina Lipari, who drove
from the University of Northern
Colorado to present results of a
comparative study on soil fungi
in three adjacent Southwest eco-
systems. “One of the things that
makes these meetings different
than larger scientific conferences
is that there’s much support for
student research,” she said.

A nontraditional group of par-
ticipants this year were two dozen
adults in a Durango-based
Elderhostel program. Nash, who
initiated the link, said strength-
ening connections with such
groups “can help fulfill AAAS’s
mission of increasing the public’s
understanding of science.” Stan
Sherman, a business professor at
George Washington University
in Washington, D.C., attended
with his wife, Helen. “I found
some of the lecturers a bit dry, but
overall I give [the experience] a
plus,” he said. “I learned a lot.
We would do it again.”

Co-sponsors of the SWARM
meeting this year were the Colo-
rado-Wyoming Academy of Sci-
ence, the newly formed Mid-Con-
tinent Section of the Botanical
Society of America, and the Colo-
rado-Wyoming Section of the
American Association of Physics
Teachers.

For more information, contact:
Donald Nash, Department of Biol-
ogy, Colorado State University, Fort
Collins, CO 80523. Phone: 303-
491-5481.
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