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A Maryland Motif for Biotech Ventures 
The birth of a biotech venture on campus usually is an arms-length 
affair, with academic researchers standing at a distance as they pass 
the baton to their industry colleagues. Now the University of Maryland 
Biotechnology Institute has hatched a scheme to force closer collabo- 
rations: It's building a lab to house both breeds under the same roof. 

The Institute plans to convert a warehouse into lab space by Janu- 
ary 1996. The $53-million Medical Biotechnology Center (MBC) will 
have room for 60 geneticists, molecular biologists, and immunologists 
whose research it will try to market. But the info-flow won't go in just one 
direction: The center will also serve as an 'incubator" to give scientists 
at start-ups cheap access to equipment and advice, says MBC director 
Edmund Tramont. In exchange, Maryland will collect rent and receive 
stock in participating firms. "What's unique about this center," he says, 
"is that academic and industry scientists will be rubbing elbows." 

MBC is "the harbinger of the future," says Penn State economist 
Irwin Feller. Free from academic duties, Feller says, MBC researchers 
will be able to focus on interdisciplinary research. Haward University 
concurs: It's building a similar facility to be completed in mid-1 996. 




