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John Bongaarts notes (Article, 11 Feb., p. 
77 1) that one reason for excess fertility in the 
developing world is the desire for children as 
an insurance against adversity in old age. One 
reason for this anxiety is the common lack of 
social provision for old age in developing 
countries. Such countries often do not have 
the resources to offer this benefit universally. 

A social measure that would h e l ~  to reduce 
the desire for large families, and that would be 
within the resources of many states, would be 
the provision of state support for a limited 
category of the old, namely, those who have 
not given birth to or fathered more than two 
children in their lifetimes. This would offer 
citizens a choice to be made in their fertile 
years. They could choose to rely on a larger 
number of children for support in their old 
age, or they could limit their families to en- 
sure their access to the state safety net, should 
their children fail them or die. In some coun- 
tries, such as China, this might be an effective 
way to alter attitudes toward family size. 
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Corrections and Clarifications 

In the review by Kristie Macrakis of Beyond the 
Wall: Memotrs of an East and K7est German 
Spy by Werner Stiller, with Jefferson Adams 
(edltor and translator) [Brassey's (US),  
McLean, V A ,  1992; Maxwell Macmillan, 
London, UK, 19921 (17 Dec., p. 1908), it is 
stated that physicist Rolf Dobbertin, who 
denies any spying, was "sent to Parls in 1956 
to study at the expense of the Stasi," was 
"sentenced to 12 years In prison," and "sat in 
a French jail for five years before he was 
released in  1991." Legal documents show 
that Dobbertin, who was arrested in January 
1979 for acts of "communication with agents 
of a foreign power, dealings that could be 
harmful [intelligence de nature Q nuire] to 
the military or diplomatic situation of France 
or to its essential economlc interest," was 
jailed until May 1983. He was subsequently 
tried in 1990 and sentenced to 12 years in 
prison, but was acquitted of the above charge 
by a special Assize Court in a second trial in  
November 199 1. According to Dobbertin, 
he studied continuously at the University of 
Rostock from 1952 until 1958, and then 
taught at the University of Berlin for one 
year before beginning his work in 1959 at the 
Centre Nationale de la Recherche Scienti- 
fique in  France, where he continues to be 
employed. 

Transgenic Mice and Rats Guarantee 
Mice Delivered in Less Than 12 Weeks 
Proven Capability with Over 500 Genes 
Specific Murine Pathogen Free Animal Colony 

Shipments to Locations Worldwide 

TRANSGENIC RAT PRODUCTION NOW AVAILABLE 
DNX is the exclusive licensee to U.S. Patent 
#4,873,191 DNA Pronuclear Microinjection 

DNX - Transgenic Services 
303B College Road East 
Prlnceton Forrestal Ctr 
Prlnceton, NJ 08540 

(609) 520-0300 

Expedition 
December 18-31,1994 

Discover the 
awesome magnifi- 

cence of Antarctica 
this winter. See 
dramatic rookeries 
of Magellanic and 
gentoo penguins, 
rockhoppers, and 

- Adelies. Also look -. 
for the great 

whales of the world, ashell as 
crabeater and elephant seals. 
Led by excellent naturalists, 
travel on board the 38-passenger 
Russian research vessel, M/V 
Khromov with comfortable 
low-key accommodations, an 
informal atmosphere, and 
excellent meals. 

Trip Fee: From $4,995 
including air £rom Miami 

Also in 1994.. . 
Backroads 
CHINA 
June 24-July 8 

Discover a China hinted 
about but rarely seen! Explore 
Southwestern China's Yunnan 
Province- edging the Himalayas, 
the most scenic, culturally rich 
and biologically diverse area in 
China. Led by Dr. Chris Carpen- 
ter and Prof. Wang Zhijun of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences. 

Trip Fee: $1,995 
for 15 days (plus air) 
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