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"reverse" copy of a gene that codes 
for the expression of polygalac- 
turonase, an enzyme that breaks 
down cell walls. This stalls the 
softening of tomatoes, allowing 
them to ripen at a more leisurely 
pace on the vine, enhancing their 
flavor. (Ordinary tomatoes are 
picked green and ripened with a 
blast of ethylene.) The second 
gene produces a protein which 
confers resistance to the antibi- 
otic kanamycin, allowing re- 
searchers to use the drug to iden- 
tlfy successful recombinant plants 
at an early stage of development; 
plant cells without the gene are 
killed when exposed to the drug. 

It was the resistance gene that 
provoked controversy among 
critics of genetic engineering, as 
some thought it might be passed 
on to humans, jeopardizing kana- 
mvcin's use as an antibacterial. 
~ ; t  studies done by Calgene and 
others confirmed that "there was 
no reasonable probability of this 
happening" because the gene's 
products get destroyed in diges- 
tion, says Tom Churchwell, 
president of Calgene Fresh, the 
marketing company based in 
Evanston, Illinois. ' 

Appioval, says Churchwell, will 
come none to soon. Flavr Savrs, 
planted last fall in Mexico, Cali- 
fornia, and Florida, have been 
harvested since early March, and 
a "significant quantity" were 
plowed under while the approval 
process dragged on. The toma- 
toes' new gene prolongs market- 
able life by a week, but scientists 
have yet to develop life forms 
that move as slowly as the federal 
bureaucracy. 

New Man in Congress 
For NIH Funding 

As mourners gathered in Ken- 
tucky earlier this month for the 
funeral of former House Appro- 
priations Committee chairman 
William Natcher (D-KY), who 
until last month also headed the 
subcommittee that makes the 
House's decisions on the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) budget, 
colleagues were picking another 
low-profile old-timer to replace 
him on the health appropriations 

subcommittee. This week Con- 
gress was expected to formally vote 
in the winner: Neal Smith, a low- 
key Iowa Democrat who has been 
in Congress since 1959. 

What Smith's hand on the 
NIH purse strings will mean for 
the agency and biomedical re- 

search in general is hard to gauge; 
he has rarely spoken out on re- 
search issues. Tom Dawson, his 
health aide, says Smith has in the 
past taken some interest in vacci- 
nation programs, women's health 
(lupus in particular), and rural 
health initiatives, but that Smith 

is generally opposed to targeting 
research to specific diseases for fear 
of disrupting the overall balance. 

Unlike Natcher, Smith will 
not also head the full committee, 
which controls all federal science 
funding. That job has gone to 
David Obey (D-WI), a younger, 
more outspoken legislator. Obey 

companies recent& 
lookinn into a successor to the Conco 

is best known in research circles 
as a vocal opponent of the space 
station. But for NIH, his impact 
may be felt most in his support for 
the Low-Income Energy Assis- 
tance Program, which is funded 
out of the same pot as NIH and is 
a key issue for voters in Obey's 
chilly Wisconsin. Although Obey 
has been generally supportive of 
health research, more money for 
the energy program often means 
less for NIH. With fundine ex- 
pected to be ,especially tighi this 
vear. biomedical lobbvists are 
bracing for a battle bekeen the 
new chairmen. 

In the Wings 
Last week's announcement that 
President Clinton will nominate 
psychologist and statistician 
Anne Petersen as deputy director 
of the National Science Founda- 
tion (NSF) fulfills the admin- 
istration's commitment to break- 
ing a 44-year male stranglehold 
on the top two posts at the foun- 
dation (Science, 4 February, p. 
599). Petersen, vice president for 
research and dean of the graduate 
school at the University of Miir- 
nesota. was the White House3 
top choice after a search said to 
have focused almost exclusivelv 
on women. Confirmation is ex- 
pected by the Senate shortly. 
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