Laboratory columns

Empty columns for e.g. gel
filtration, ion exchange, affinity
and gel chromatography. The
columns come with luer-lock
adapter, filter, plug and stopcock.
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Mobicol

The Tml column
can be centrifuged
in 1,5 ml tubes
and autoclaved.

Advantages:

e easy handling

e small volumes as well as

® |arge volumes can be
treated easily

® complete system

® low price

MoBi Tec

Wagenstieg 5, D-37077 Géttingen, FRG
Tel: +49 551 37 10 62; Fax: +49 551 34 987

USA: US B Tel: 800-321-9322; 216-765-5000
Japan: Funakoshi Tel+Fax: 03-5684-1620

Switzerland: Life Systems Design
Tel: +41 056-852831; Fax: +41 (0) 56-852835

Circle No. 11 on Readers’ Service Card

of viruses that do not and do, respectively,
systemically infect the plant. It reads,
“Mixed subliminal and conventional infec-
tions have likely already brought together
combinations of virus genes that some have
assumed could be in proximity only when a
virus infects a plant that is transgenically
expressing the genes of other viruses.” Rec-
ommendations in the report of the Union
of Concerned Scientists rely not only on
the assumption that transgenic plants ex-
pressing virus RNA sequences will provide
new opportunities for recombination be-
tween distantly related virus RNA sequences
but also on the assumption that such oppor-
tunities are not already very common in crop
plants. The phenomena we identified in our
Perspective give reason to doubt the validity
of the latter assumption. Detriment to soci-
ety can derive from overestimating, as well
as from underestimating, the risks of a new
technology, relative to risks inherent in
natural phenomena and in already practiced
technologies.
George Bruening
Bryce W. Falk
Center for Engineering Plants for
Resistance Against Pathogens,
University of California,
1930 Fifth Street,
Davis, CA 95616, USA
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Adolescent Health Study

The piece “Teen sex survey back on track”
(Random Samples, 25 Mar., p. 1688) pre-
sents a misleading picture of the congres-
sionally mandated study of adolescent health
recently funded by the National Institute of
Child Health and Human Development.
This new comprehensive, national longitu-
dinal study is designed to obtain long-needed
information about the determinants of ado-
lescent health. Its pioneering design moves
beyond most existing research to look at
health determinants and influences in the
environments of young people—their fami-
lies, peer groups, schools, neighborhoods,
and communities. It is not a “sex survey,”
but a broad-reaching study that focuses on
all aspects of adolescent health and health-
related behaviors.

Perhaps as disappointing as its misrep-
resentation is the item’s preoccupation
with sex and political controversy. Such
sensationalized journalism does not live up
to the standard that the scientific commu-
nity expects from such a respected journal
as Science.

Duane Alexander

Director,

National Institute of Child Health
and Human Development,

Bethesda, MD 20892, USA
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Response: The new study, like the one that
politics killed, does include a survey of teen
sexual behavior, prepared by the research
center that prepared the earlier survey.

—Eds.

Proposed NSF Violence Center

In a ScienceScope item, “NSF considers a
violence center” (18 Mar., p. 1551), con-
cerning the feasibility and desirability of
establishing a violence center at the Na-
tional Science Foundation (NSF), I am
quoted as saying, “What we need now is
action, not more basic research.” This is
not an accurate reflection of what I stated
or what I believe.

In fact, when asked about concerns
that I might have about the establishment
of such a center, I stated that although
we need more basic scientific research,
policy-makers and the public have ex-
pressed an urgent need to identify effective
prevention strategies. I stated my concern
that NSF’s orientation toward basic sciences
might result in insufficient attention being
given to policy-relevant research, that is,
research that can help determine what works
and what doesn’t work in preventing injuries
and deaths associated with violence in our
society.

I am not “rankled” by the idea of an
NSF center and believe that NSF can
make an important contribution to the
understanding of violence that will ulti-
mately have a beneficial influence on vio-
lence prevention. Research on violence
and its prevention is greatly underfunded
relative to the magnitude of the problem,
and NSF’s participation in this area will
expand a field of science that is starved for
resources.

I also believe that the public will be
better served if agencies such as the NSF,
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, the National Institute of Mental
Health, and the National Institute of Jus-
tice can coordinate their perspectives and
activities in sponsoring research on vio-
lence. For all these reasons, I am fully
supportive of efforts by Susan White, di-
rector of NSF’'s Law and Social Science
program, to reach out to these and other
agencies for input into the feasibility and
desirability of establishing a violence cen-
ter at NSF.

James A. Mercy

Acting Director,

Division of Violence Prevention,
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention,

Atlanta, GA 30341-3724, USA





