
NIH Redresses Gender- 
Based Pay Inequities 

Troubled by reports that women 
scientists at the National Insti- 
tutes of Health (NIH) have been 
systematically paid less than male 
counteroarts. NIH adtninistra- . , 

tors have begun awarding cash 
payments to compensate women 
identified as targets of gender- 
based discrimination. 

Last May, an NIH task force 
issued a reDort that documented 
substantial pay and tenure ineq- 
uities between women and men 
at NIH (Science, 14 May 1993, p. 
888). In response, Lance Liotta, 
then deputy director for intramu- 
ral research, formed the Commit- 
tee of Women Scientists Advi- 
sors (WSA) to identlfy specific 
cases of gender-based discrep- 
ancies in each institute that NIH 
might be able to remedy. 

So far the committee has id- 
entified seven women who are 
receiving substantially lower pay 
than men with similar jobs and 
experience. NIH has paid these 
women a total of $50,000 in the 
fonn of merit-based awards to 
compensate for discrepencies in 
this year's salaries. Michael 
Gowman, Liotta's successor, ac- 
knowledges that NIH discrimi- 
nated against the women; he pre- 
dicts that merit-based bonuses 
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are the start of a long process of 
retribution. "We're just begin- $ 
ning to get the data backn on the 
extent of NIH pay inequities, he 1 
says. Toward a more permanent a 
solution, Gottesman says, NIH 
plans to raise women's salaries 
and rapidly promote women to 
higher-ranking positions. 

Susan Swedo, WSA chair and 
acting deputy scientific director 
of the National Institute of Men- 
tal Health, calls the bonuses a 
"good faith" effort, but says the 
one-time cash award "won't be a 
long-term solution to pay dis- 
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Counting Creatures 
Great and Small 

Tropical ecologist Dan Janzen 
wants to organize an unpreceden- 
ted survey-an effort to inven- 
tory every last species of life, from 
lowly virus to stealthy jaguar, in 
a 110,000-hectare swath of Costa 
Rican forest. But that's the easy 
part: F i t  the University of Penn- 
sylvania scientist must raise 
about $90 million to carry out the 
venture. Janzen began beating 
the bushes around Washington, 

a workshop in which top ecolo- 
gists and systematists devised a 
framework for surveying every 
species in a given region (Science, 
30 April 1993, p. 620). Now, says 
Janzen, it's time to tum the con- 
cept-an A11 Taxa Biodiversity 
Inventory (ATB1)-into reality. 

Janzen has chosen Costa Rica's 
Guanacaste Conservation Area 
as the site for the world's first 
ATBI. Guanacaste is home to an 
estimated 300,000 species--65% 
of Costa Rica's biodiversity. 
(Costa Rica has about 4% of the 
world's biodiversity.) Janzen en- 
visions a 2-year planning stage 
for the ATBI beginning next 
January, then a 5-year operations 
phase that would wrap up in 
2001. The Costa Rican National 
Biodiversity Institute (INBio), 
which collects sam~les for ~ h a r -  
maceutical giant Merck, would 
run the survev. 

Janzen's already has the 
support of the new Costa Rican 
government. In a memo last 
week to scientists, Costa Rica en- 
vironment minister Rene Castro 
says he has presented the ATBI 
as a "top priorityn to the World 
Bank, International Develop- 
ment Bank, and other organiza- 
tions. Janzen, meanwhile, is ap- 
proaching the U.S: Agency for 
International Development for a 
planning grant; he hopes to hear 
from the agency later this year. 

U.S. Medical Isotope 
Plan Spirals Downward 
A plan to create a U.S. source o 
short-lived medical isotopes ha! 
unravelled in the last 2 weeks 
leaving federal scientists scram 
bling to find a suitable researcl: 
reactor to retool for isotope pro 
duction. 

Most short-lived medical iso 
topes in the United States comc 
from foreign sources such as Ca 
nada, which is the main sup 
plier of an isotope-molybdenum 
99--used to produce tracers for 
medical imaging. But to reduce 
transit time for short-lived mate 
rials and maintain a reliable sup 
ply, U.S. companies and the De 
partment of Energy (DOE) havc 
been trying to establish a domes 
tic isotope facility by refurbishing 
the Omega West reactor at Lo: 
Alamos National Laboratory 
The project was supposed to fi 
nance itself through sales to com 
panies, but instead DOE has kep~ 
it alive with a $225,000 monthly 
stipend. Now that Omega West 
has also sprung plumbing leaks 
and generated bad publicity, Los 
Alamos wants to pull the plug on 
it; last week the lab began assign 
ing new jobs to the reactor's staff: 

In the meantime, DOE offi 
cials are considering a fall-bacE 
plan to retool the Annular Con 
Research Reactor at Sandia Na 
tional Laboratory. But at the mo 
ment, says a DOE official, "we art 
still weighing our options"; he ex. 
pects a decision by 30 April. 

Industry executives aren'i 
holding their breath. "There art 
people of good will and great tal. 
ent" at DOE, says isotope corn. 
pany executive Bill Ehmig, vicc 
president at Medi-Physics, Inc 
Nevertheless, Ehmii says he 
doesn't expect the agency to comc 
up with a commercially viable 
isotope source. 

U.S. efforts, meanwhile, maj 
quickly become overshadowed 
St. Louis-based Mallinckrodt Me. 
dical, Inc., and Holland's enera 
agency are building a plant i~ the 
Netherlands designed to take rau 
q e r i a l  from European reactor! 
and export isotopes to the Unite 
States and elsewhere. 




