lian scheme a difficult task. For example,
there are questions about the global versus
the local nature of nematic order in poly-
meric liquid crystals, the role of nematic-
isotropic fluctuations in polymeric nemat-
ics, and—most challenging of all—defining
a smectic layer in a main-chain liquid crys-
talline polymer. The chapter deals with
some but not all of these issues. With regard
to smectic layers, an interesting question
has been whether or not segregation by
molar mass takes place in polydisperse ma-
terials. On this issue the authors point out
that exact segregation of the ends of rigid
chains into sharply defined layers is impos-
sible. Obviously, many unknowns remain
with regard to the nature of molecular
organization in polymeric liquid crystals.
The blossoming of liquid crystalline poly-
mer science over the last two decades has
been much more than a simple extension of
the well-established science of liquid crys-
tals. Synthetic work has demonstrated that
most of the covalent linkages used to build
the periodic or aperiodic sequences of poly-
mers are compatible with liquid crystallinity.
Liquid crystalline polymers will therefore
continue to gain importance in macromolec-
ular science and in the development of
polymer technology. This book will serve as
an excellent guide to the subject for students
of materials science, chemistry, and physics.
Samuel 1. Stupp
Departments of Materials Science and
Engineering and Chemistry,
Materials Research Laboratory, and
Beckman Institute for Advanced Science and
Technology,
University of Illinois,
Urbana, IL 61801, USA

Correction and Updating

In the heading of David Cassidy's review of The
Private Lives of Albert Einstein (18 February, p. 997)
the price of the book as sold by its British publisher,
Faber and Faber, was given incorrectly; the correct
price is £15.99. The book is also to be published in the
United States by St. Martin’s Press, New York, in April,
at a price of $23.95.
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