
effect by looking for crop-growtl 
responses to sulfur application a 
dozens of locations in Illinois 
Wisconsin, and Minnesota. 11 

head, Gerhard Neuweiler, after greenhouse experiments, crop 
just 1 year in the position, was such as corn and alfalfa benefitec 
simply a "matter of rotation," ac- from the addition of sulfur. Bu 
cording to the official line. But when soil in the field was treatec 
privately, Neuweiler claims that with sulfur, the plants did no bet 
there are political motives for his ter than those in untreated soil 
removal. This suggested that the crop 

The council advises both state were getting sulfur from anothe 
and federal governments on sci- source-rainfall. 
ence policy. After gaining influ- There may yet be a silver lininl 
ence by helping to merge eastern to this rainy tale, for Hoeft say 
and western Germany's research, power plants could soon be goinl 
it has gone on to make some radi- into the fertilizer business. A de 
cal recommendations. They in- vice now under developmen 
clude turning former East Ger- scrubs sulfur from stack gases b! 
man labs into joint fedemustate combining it with ammonia 
"blue list institutes," which com- forming ammonium sulfate-ar 

ideal substance to spread or 
crops. But this time, the farmer: 

ing the council some control of will have to pay for it. 
peer-reviewed funding; and reor- 
ganization of environmental re- 
search, which would take money 
from the national labs. 

These proposals have raised 
some alarm within Germany's 
science establishment, specifi- 
cally the so-called grand alliance 
comprising the Max Planck Soci- 
ety, the national science founda- 
tion, the association of the na- 
tional laboratories, and the as- 
sembly of university presidents. 
The alliance appoints 32 of the 
54 members of the council, and its and Engineering Indicators, a bien 
failure to renominate Neuweiler is nial NSF publication that has in 
seen as an attempt to bring the formation about scientific educa 
council back into line. tion, manpower, and funding. Tc 

Certainly the establishment is obtainacopy, call 703-306-1780 
no fan of Neuweiler. Two weeks 
after his removal, astrophysicist 
Reimar Liist, an eminence grise in 
German science administration, 
wrote a newspaper article accus- 
ing him of poor management and 
of publicly snubbing the grand 
alliance. Neuweiler says that's One Man's Poison- 

shunned." benefit northern forests and per acre in fertilizer costs. 

political scene. component of acid rain has searchers discovered the fertilizer 1976 1 ~ 1  
, .- . ".->-' -, , ., ,.- 2 . ,  . 1 '  . >  

. d - l  ,. - . 
:4i , 1220 , 'i . . 7 ,  . SCIENCE VOL. 263 4 MARCH 1994 ' .. . , . I. 

> I _  


