Hitler have done? Or, tomorrow, what
might Zhirinovsky do if he comes to power?
This is not a matter for gratification of
scientific curiosity, or for melancholy mus-
ings over the last jewel on Earth. Where
might a Commander of the Faith, a Dr.
Strangelove, or a lowly technician, con-
cerned about population explosion or his
loneliness, have the power to kill or disfig-
ure 500 million people by the simple act of
infecting one single person (himself?) with
smallpox virus? Who knows? The person
most ready to do further studies with it
might be the first to die.
This is not a matter for debate. Destroy
the virus, now.
William J. Tumer*
186 Asharoken Avenue,
Northport, NY 11768, USA

*Professor emeritus, Department of Psychiatry, School
of Medicine, State University of New York, Stony
Brook, NY 11790, USA.

If it is decided to destroy the smallpox
virus stocks, I propose that it be done on
14 May 1996, the 200th anniversary of
Edward Jenner’s immunization of Jim
Phipps. I believe that Jenner’s experiment
has led to the saving of more lives than
any other single event in the history of
humankind!

Parker A. Small Jr.

Department of Immunology and
Medical Microbiology, and
Department of Pediatrics,

College of Medicine,

Health Science Center,

University of Florida,

Gaineswille, FL 32610-0266, USA

Corrections and Clarifications

In the Random Samples item “HHMI cuts car-
diologist loose” (26 Nov., p. 1369), press
reports of the controversy surrounding Ber-
nado Nadal-Ginard, chief of cardiology at
Boston’s Children’s Hospital, were inaccu-
rately summarized. There has been no accusa-
tion that $4 to $5 million is “missing” from a
retirement fund he oversaw. According to
press reports, the state probe into the fund
resulted because colleagues of Nadal-Ginard
thought he had cashed out an unusually large
amount from the fund in 1992.

The name of co-author T. Tsuda was misspelled
in the 28 January technical comment “Alzhei-
mer’s disease and possible gene interaction” by
P. St George-Hyslop et al. (p. 537) and on page
447 of the table of contents in the same issue.

In the Random Samples item “Processing the
new Coke fiasco” (3 Sept., p. 1271), Samuel
Leven’s name was misspelled.

PFANSTIEHL

Moving oligosaccharide synthesis right along

No need to start from scratch in the synthesis of
oligosaccharides when Pfanstiehl can simplify this
complex process. In addition to our selectively
blocked sugars we offer acetylated thioglycosides.
These stable, crystalline compounds have been
widely used in oligosaccharide synthesis. They

are just one of a family of building blocks involving
carbohydrates. Contact us today for a data sheet

and catalog.

NEW HPLC

APPLICATION

HANDBOOK

~ 136-pag .
tion Handbook.

To help you find the right
column for your sample,
the Handbook features:

* 270 application
chromatograms

¢ 175 published literature
references

¢ 1,200 compounds listed
alphabetically for easy
access.

The Handbook also
includes column technical
specifications, a methods
section, and column care
information.

For your FREE copy of
the HPLC Application
Handbook, call 800/648-
5950 or use the reader
service card.
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The source for carbohydrate chemistry
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