amateurs.

hotel.

phages having the most utility as vectors
for genetic manipulation. Unlike the E.
coli-S. typhimurium manual, the book of-
fers no description of how to manage these
processes experimentally. For example,
the chapter on transformation describes
the many ways in which Bacillus can be
induced to exchange genetic material
(particularly useful is the discussion of the
genetic pathways required for competence
development), but there is no summary of
how one would go about making a culture
competent. Nor does the book contain
information comparable to that in the E.
coli-S. typhimurium volume on selectable
markers for use in genetic manipulation
and suggestions of the concentrations of
antibiotics by which wild-type E. coli can
be expected to be inhibited.

In addition to its limited usefulness for
the experimentalist, the book has other
drawbacks. The index is of uneven quality,
often directing the reader to trivialities or
omitting significant entries. Moreover,
there is no coverage of capsular materials
from various Bacillus derivatives, stress re-
sponses, macrofiber filamentation, unbal-
anced growth, or storage granules. In fact,
poly-B-hydroxybutyrate, the ubiquitous
storage material of Bacillus, is not men-
tioned anywhere in the book. Despite these
flaws, the book’s effective organization and
general approach make it ideal for the
uninitiated or for the Bacillus expert seeking
information about a specific field. In the
end it succeeds in pointing out how widely
B. subtilis and its close Gram-positive rela-
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Vignettes: Wildlife Without Fear

Swarms [of bees] often attach to tree branches in impressive, hanging conglom-
erations. Beekeepers seek out such swarms because they are easy to capture and
place in a managed hive. You may have seen photographs of beekeepers
scooping up bees by the handful or allowing the bees to swarm all over their
bodies. They do this by applying pheromone or some honey first, so that the bees
will be attracted to them. Another trick is to put a queen bee on your chin so that

the swarming bees form a “bee beard.” . . . These tricks are NOT recommended for

—Gveg Flakus, in Living with Killer Bees: The Story of the
Africanized Bee Invasion (Quick Trading Company)

| recently encountered an approach that some see as an alternative to the removal
of animals from the wild. Without moving anything but my eyes, | could see a thirty-
five-pound iguana lizard, a ten-foot python, and more than a hundred red, yellow,
and black king snakes. The situation was one that any comfort-loving herpetologist
would enjoy. | was not standing in a tropical jungle; | was in the lobby of a Florida

—Whit Gibbons, in Keeping All the Pieces: Perspectives on Natural History and
the Environment (Smithsonian Institution Press)

tives diverge from E. coli and its cousins,

and for that reason alone is a valuable
contribution.
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