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sororities and lots of beautiful people.

regular university presses.

The initial chapter, by George Rédei, is a
fascinating account of past Arabidopsis re-
search (including the author’s difficulty in
publishing some of his original studies on
Arabidopsis mutants). The technical chap-
ters on transformation using Agrobacterium,
the establishment of linkage maps, genome
mapping, analysis of proteins, and plant-
pathogen interactions are interesting and
clearly written, giving a context for the
protocols. The protocols themselves are pre-
sented in such a useful way that postdoctoral
staff and graduate students rushed to take my
review copy of the book to use for our
soybean research. I believe the volume will
be valuable as well to those studying other
plant species. In it we have a book that
belongs on the desk of every molecular plant
scientist. —Peter M. Gresshoff, University of
Tennessee

The Maize Handbook. MICHAEL FREELING
and VIRGINIA WALBOT, Eds. Springer-Verlag,
New York, 1993. xxvi, 759 pp., illus., + plate.
$79 or £55. Springer Laboratory.

“In modern times, the view that other
scientists are cooperators rather than com-
petitors is unusual,” write the editors of
this volume, “but it is a key part of the
maize community of scholars.” Produced
in this spirit, The Maize Handbook “repre-
sents the collective efforts of the maize
research community to enumerate the key
steps of standard procedures and to dissem-
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Vignettes: Around the Campuses

The University of Arizona is a real Ken and Barbie kind of place, with frats and

—Chris Langton, as quoted by M. Mitchell Waldrop in Complexity:
The Emerging Science at the Edge of Order and Chaos (Simon and Schuster)

A visitor . . . accustomed to the look and traffic patterns of major universities might

find the grounds of the MIT campus remarkably underpopulated. Responsible
people can speedskate over the sidewalks and do. '

—Fred Hapgood, in Up the Infinite Corridor:

MIT and the Technical Imagination (Addison-Wesley)

I don't like it here in Palo Alto. . . . | am in the academic demimonde. | am an editor
and manager for a marginal publisher of doctoral dissertations languishing be-
cause they’re too specialized or because they fall outside the desiderata of the

—The sometime-anthropologist main character in
Norman Rush’s novel Mating (Knopf, 1991; Vintage paperback)

inate these protocols for the common
good,” including that of those working
with other higher plants to which the
procedures may be applicable. In all, 129
authors have contributed 133 items to the
enterprise. The volume opens with nine
brief contributions setting forth the basics
of maize development and morphology.
Another ten papers under the heading
Cell Biology deal mainly with techniques
related to microscopy, rather than with
cellular processes per se. The remaining
640 pages of the text are given over to the
protocols, among which are interspersed
some not strictly methodological discus-
sions of various features of maize such as
the anthocyanin gene system. Of the
items in this part of the book 63 are
categorized as genetics, 37 as molecular
biology, and 14 as cell culture. In length
they range from one page (for instance,
Birchler on ring chromosomes) to 17
(Chang and Neuffer on chromosome be-
havior during microsporogenesis) . Illustra-
tions include a 10Y2-page table of recipro-
cal translocations between A chromo-
somes (Coe) and a color plate showing
results of gene tagging involving Ac and
Ds transposable elements (Dellaporta and
Moreno). Reference lists are appended to
the individual contributions, and a 34-
page subject index is included at the end
of the book. In the preface the editors
provide as other aids to the reader infor-
mation about the Maize Genetics Cooper-
ation Newsletter and a list of other books
that should be in a “robust” library of the
subject.

—LKatherine Livingston
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