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Building Stronger 
Neighbors 

In 1975, a meeting in Recife co- 
sponsored by AAAS set the stage 
for establishing the Interciencia 
h i a t i o n ,  an important commu- 
nication link for science in the 
Western Hemisphere. Since then, 
AAAS has adopted a number of 
programs boosting scientific ties 
between the United States and its 
Pan-American neighbors. Now, 

projects, throughout the hem- 
isphere and between industry and 
academia; and working with gov- 
ernments to put science and tech- 
nology on the political agenda. 
The report also urges the creation 
of a Pan-American grant-making 
foundation to fund research and 
technology projects. 

Francisco J. Ayala, president- 
elect of AAAS and co-chair of 
the group, thinks the time is right 
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for the initiative. Economic and 
industrial expansion is reviving, 
and many Latin American scien- 
tists trained in the United States 
are returning home. Also, the 
move toward greater regional in- 
terdependence-exemplified by 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement-means developing 
countries will depend more than 
ever on economic progress to 
make them strong trading part- 
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ners and allies. 
"The formation of a scientific 

bloc in the Western Hemisphere 
would speed up the region's eco- 
nomic recovery," Ayala said. 

Contact Jeffrey Stann or Helen 
Thomas, Western Hemisphere 
Project, AAAS, 1333 H Street 
NW, Washington, DC 20005. 
Phone: 202-326-6657 or -6438. 
Fax: 202-289-4958. Internet: 
jstan@aaas.org. 
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