
the technical processes of production- 
drawing, engraving (copper, steel, and 
stone), coloring, and photography. 

As systematics came to figure ever more 
largely, the naturalist gave way to the zool- 
ogist, the field to the laboratory. Though 
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the tradition of the artist-naturalist would 
survive for a century and more in popular 
natural history, the transition was early 
viewed with alarm and some resentment. 
For natural history was assumed to have an 
"improving social influence" (p. 1 16), and, 
Americans believed (and a hostile world 
agreed), it was America's pristine nature 
that defined them as a people. 

As the professional scientist (rather fas- 
tidiously) drew apart from the amateur, the 
specialist from the naturalist, the magnifi- 
cent dates of an earlier dav. whether en- , , 
gave2 or lithographed, hand-colored or 
chromos, gave way to line drawings. The 
natural environment, landscape, drama 
(the rattlesnake charming Audubon's 
mockingbird), the animal entire with a 
page to itself, all had begun to disappear by 
mid-century. In their place a composite 
animal was depicted on a composite page, 
anatomy awaiting assembly. 

"What then, if anything, distinguished 
American zoological illustration as Ameri- 
can?" (p. 345)--or, for that matter, distin- 
guished American science? (Recall that 
among the pioneers of American ornithog- 
raphy Wilson, Audubon, and Catesby were 
none of them American-born.) Success in 
winning European recognition for Ameri- 
can scientific achievement rendered the 
question irrelevant. Success came through 
ado~tion of British and Euro~ean stvles of 
illustration, and adoption of European li- 
thographers as well. But how came an 
equalitarian society committed to utility to 
possess science of a quality to win recogni- 
tion from the European scientific commu- 
nity? That, as this book shows, is a very 
interesting question. 

Picturing Nature is an impressive book, 
thorough in research and documentation. 
The illustrations, including 74 color plates, 
lend a touch of magnificence. 

William Stanton 
Department o f  History, 

University of Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh, P A  15260 
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