
be secondary and shut it down because its 
physics and space research contributions were 
thought to be marginal. For the patients who 
need treatment this vear. the advent of the , , 

Japanese machine next year is cold comfort. 
And how many patients will be able to afford 
to travel to Japan for treatment? 

Stanley M. matte 
Department of Physics, 

University of California, 
Santa Cruz, C A  95064 

For the Greater Good 

Philip H. Abelson, in his editorial "The 
American research university" (22 Oct., 
p. 487) quotes from an article in Daedalus 
by Donald Kennedy ( I )  to make the point 
that faculty at universities are unwilling or 
unable to participate in making hard fi- 
nancial decisions and are seriouslv in- 
clined to favor their own parochial inter- 
ests over the broader needs of their uni- 
versities. A suitable and important coun- 
terexample can be found in the recent 
experience at the University of Maryland 
at College Park. In the spring of 1992, the 
campus senate voted, by a large majority, 
to eliminate 29 degree programs and to 
close seven departments and one college. 
The net savings, being redistributed to 
other academic activities of the university, 
was $6 million. This action was approved 
by the higher administration of the uni- 
versity and the Board of Regents and has 
been carried out. 

The process used to accomplish this 
major redistribution in resources involved 
faculty, staff, and students in every stage of 
the decision-making. The university pres- 
ident and provost played a central role, of 
course. but thev were sensitive to. and 
used, iegular dekion-making procedures 
that had been established for several years 
(2). As the provost at the time, I can 
personally testify to the responsible and 
well-intentioned activities of the facultv. , , 
many of whom acted for the greater good 
of the universitv in suite of the fact that 
their departments faced the threat of elim- 
ination or, in fact, were eliminated. 

J. R. Dorfman 
Institute for Physical Science 

and Technology, 
University of Maryland, 

College Park, M D  20742-243 1 
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Cyclic ADP-Ribose and 
Pancreatic p Cells 

In their response (I) to our technical com- 
ment (2). Takasawa et al. state that one ~ ,, 

reason we do not observe any effect of cyclic 
ADP-ribose on P cells is because we are 
working with p cells with "negligible sensitiv- 
ity to glucose," and in this context they refer 
to several papers, including one of ours (3). In 
this paper, we showed that P cells from oblob 
mice are highly sensitive to glucose as mea- 
sured not only by changes in electrical activity 
and cytoplasmic free Ca2+, but also by stim- 
ulation of insulin release. 

Md. Shahidul Islam 
Olof Larsson 

Per-Olof Berggren 
Rolf Luft Center for Diabetes Research, 

Department of Endocrinology, 
Karolinska Institute, 

Box 60 500, Karolinska Hospital, 
S-104 01 Stockholm, Sweden 
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Corrections and Clarifications 

In the article "Light microscopes get a sharper 
look" by Karen Fox (Research News, 3 Sept., 
p. 1275), the laser feedback microscope 
(LFM) was incorrectly described as having a 
horizontal resolution that was only slightly 
larger than the resolution of a scanning elec- 
tron microscope (SEM). The LFM's horizon- 
tal resolution ranges from 100 to 200 nano- 
meters, which is similar to the range of an 
inexpensive SEM, but substantially larger 
than the 0.5- to 1-nanometer range of an 
expensive, high-quality SEM. 

The GenBank accession numbers for Skn-la and 
Skn-li were inadvertently omitted from the 
report "Skn-la and Skn-li: Two functionally 
distinct Oct-2-related factors expressed in epi- 
dermis" by B. Anderson et al. (2 Apr., p. 78). 
They are L23862 for Skn-la and L23863 for 
Skn-li. 

In Table 1 (p. 703) of the article "Metalloen- 
zymes, structural motifs, and inorganic mod- 
els" by Kenneth D. Karlin (6 Aug., p. 701), 
the equation in the first column under "Diox- 
ygen transport" should have read 
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