not, their evaluations are used, almost ver-
batim, by government health regulators
worldwide. A regulator ignoring an agent
classified by the TARC as a “2A carcino-
gen” (“‘an agent probably causing cancer in
the human”) does so at his or her peril.
Vainio et al. insist they are scientists merely
making objective reviews and that “[r]ead-
ers may . . . accept or reject them”; many a
manufacturer only wishes this were the
case. This advice may well apply to the
casual reader who has the good fortune not
to be a responsible government regulator.
It is my view that either these evalua-
tions should be done according to the log-
ical procedures of the toxicologist that take
into account dose, route of exposure, and
mechanisms of action or they should be
objective evaluations of the scientific liter-
ature without arbitrary indices of potential
hazard to humans. [ would favor the latter
approach and a return to the original format
of the IARC monograph series.
Philippe Shubik
Green College at the Radcliffe Observatory,
Oxford OX2-6HG, United Kingdom
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Excluded Gender?

Was it with a taste for irony that 1 week
after reporting the resolution of a gender-
bias lawsuit at the University of California,
Berkeley, mathematics department (Sci-
enceScope, 19 Mar., p. 1683), Science pub-
lished a book review titled “Mathematical
malaises” (26 Mar., p. 1928) restating the
principle of the excluded middle?

A man of Seville is shaved by the Barber of
Seville if and only if the man does not shave
himself. Does the Barber shave himself?

The review says, “The statement can be
neither true nor false. The conclusion: the
barber cannot exist.” Excluded middle or
excluded gender? Clearly, the Barber is a
woman!

David Arosti

Department of Biology,

University of California, San Diego,
La Jolla, CA 92093-0322
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Volcanology in Europe

Paolo Gasparini’s Perspective “Research on
volcanic hazards in Europe” (18 June, p.
1759) provides an excellent updated sum-
mary of recent achievements of European
research in the field of volcanic hazard
mitigation. One should note, however,
that the “laboratory volcanoes” project,
initiated in 1992, is entircly financed by the
Commission For the European Communi-
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ties as part of the Environment Research

Project. The European Science Foundation

initially launched the idea of this project

and is still supporting a useful and stimulat-

ing coordination activity among European
volcanologists.

Franco Barberi

Chairman,

European Volcanological Project,

European Science Foundation, and

Department of Earth Science,

University of Pisa,

Via S. Maria 53, 56100 Pisa, Italy
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Mesostructure Silicate Names

In our 3 September report “Cooperative
formation of inorganic-organic interfaces in
the synthesis of silicate mesostructures” (A.
Monnier et al., p. 1299), we described
(fourth from last paragraph and cover) a
cubic (Ia3d) mesophase, originally synthe-
sized by C. T. Kresge et al. and J. S. Beck et
al. (references 1 and 2 in our report). The
Mobil-designated name of this phase,
MCM-48, and a detailed description of its
synthesis and properties should be noted

[Kresge et al., U.S. Patent 5,198,203
(1993)].

Galen Stucky

Department of Chemistry,

University of California,

Santa Barbara, CA 93106

Corrections and Clarifications

The cover caption in the issue of 17 September (p.
1499) did not make it sufficiently clear that the
cover art was not multiple segments of a Dro-
sophila embryo, but rather a single segment reit-
erated by computer for artistic purposes.

In Richard Stone’s Research News article
“Guam: Deadly disease dying out” (23 July, p.
424), it was incorrectly stated in column 3 on
page 425 that “[t/he decline [in new cases of
Guam ALS-PDC] has been occurring steadily
over the last 40 years, from about 40 new cases
. . . each year in the 1950s to fewer than five
a year in the early 1990s.” In the period from
1956 to 1964, the average number of new
cases per year was 12.6; the incidence was
about 40 per year.

In the 3 September Random Samples item “Pro-
cessing the New Coke fiasco” (p. 1271), Daniel
Levine’s collaborator should have been listed as
Samuel Leven of the Center for Brain Research
at Radford University in Radford, Virginia.

Beautrtul? No.
You Bet.

Reliable?

VIBRATOME?® gives you

fresh tissue sectioning

without freezing or embedding.

Simple, precise adjustments cut fresh or
fixed tissue evenly from 20 microns up.
Now that’s beautiful.

Function is beauty.

TECHNIGIL

RODUCTS
erERNAﬂONAL, INC.

So, if you're more interested in how it works than how it looks, choose Vibratome.

Neuroscience Booth 336

5918 EVERGREEN/ ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63134 US.A.
(314) 522-8671  (800) 729-4421  FAX (314) 522-6360

Circle No. 5 on Readers’ Service Card





