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A tale of two academies. Founded in Nanking in 1928, Academia 
Sinica, China's first advanced research organization, split in two in 
1949. Taiwan's academy, with 13 institutes in science and humanities 



The United Nations-sponsored Tumen Railway International Development Project 
aims to stimulate regional development by bringing together Siberian raw materials, Chinese cheap 
labor, and a new port on the Japan Sea providing access to markets in Japan and South Korea. -- 

Power center. South Korea's political, academic, and industrial 
power is concentrated in Seoul. The most prestigious universities, 
Seoul National, Yonsei, and Korea, are here, as are government min- 
istries and headquarters of South Korea's giant conglomerates. 

Nanjing 

versities dot 6680 green acres at Taeduk, a science city modeled on Japan's 
Tsukuba. But labs o~erate like isolated fortresses, and manv researchers I 

' find the town so boring that they commute from ~eoul ,  2 houk away. I 

I steel town university. Pohang institute of ~cience 
and Technology (POSTECH), funded by the 
world's second biggest steel company, has put pro- 
vincial Pohang on the map. The faculty is largely 
made up of mid-career professors recruited from 
U.S. universities. POSTECH's 2-GeV synchrotron 
radiation source will open in 1995. 

I Reluctant leader. Asian students are pourina into Japanese universities, I 
1 bringing the country rapidly toward its &a1 of i00,000 foreign students an- 

nuallv bv 2000. But iob o~~ortunities for Asian researchers are limited. and I 

dustrtal capital. China's largest, most industrialized city, 
Shanghai excels in research. Key institutes include Fudan 
University, one of China's best; institutes of physiology, bio- 
chemistry, organic chemistry, cell biology, lasers and optics; 
and the nation's first biotechnology center. I 

-conomy outpaces infrastructure. Living costs in Taipei approach Tokyo's, but I pollution, crowding, and crumblina infrastructure are those of a Third World me- I 
3 tropolis. The $190-billion, 6-year h o n a l  Development Program will give Taipei a 

badly needed upgrade, but scientists are feeling it in their pocketbooks. I 
Mini-Silicon Valley. Hsinchu science-based industrial park was 
founded in the early 1970s to spur development of high-tech indus- 
tries. One-hundred forty firms crowd the 939-acre grounds. The Syn- 
chrotron Radiation Research Center seives researchers at nearby Na- 

I Breakneck develoment Six southern coastal cities desianated as I 
'economic free zones" lead China in economic growth and foreign in- 
vestment, but also in rampant corruption and industrial pollution. The 
focus has been on cheap labor, but some areas are trying to attract 
high-tech workers. I 
forposition. Hong Kong's 2-year-OM University of Science and Technol- 

ogy is the colony's eleventh-hour bid to become a cutting-edge R&D center so valuable 
to the region that China's government will leave it alone after 1997. HKUST has 
amassed an impressive faculty, but the lack of a research funding agency and good 
students could  rove stumblina blocks. 1 




