
weight; for maintenance or resumption of 
cycles in older women, the minimum 
weight represents 22% fat as a percentage 
of body weight. The weights are indicated 
by a body composition fatness indicator, 
total body water as a percentage of body 
weight (I).  A ratio of lean to fat is 
involved; no prediction can be made from 
fat as a percentage of body weight. 

The nomograms on which these 
weights are indicated are used clinically 
for the evaluation of hypothalamic amen- 
orrhea due to dieting or exercise, or both 
(1,2). We have also studied ballet dancers 
(3), college runners and swimmers (4) ,  
and rowers (5, 6). The observations of 
others on amenorrhea in dieting and ath- 
letic women (2, 7, 8)  are in accord with 
our experimental data (9) and other as- 
pects of the "critical fat" hypothesis pre- 
sented in review papers (10) and my book 
(I I).  I have also related food intake and 
physical activity to the level of fertility of 
populations (I 2). 

I did not say the statement attributed to 
me in direct quotes. What I did say was that 
the most important supporting evidence for 
the critical fatness hypothesis is the data of 
Vigersky et al. (8). These data show that 
simple, moderate weight loss results in ab- 
normal function of the hypothalamus, the 
part of the brain which controls the pitu- 

itary-ovary axis and hence reproductive 
ability (8). 

Rose E. Frisch 
Haward Center for Population and 

Development Studies, 
Haward School of Public Health, 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
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Response: Reporter Mike May interviewed 
Frisch twice. Her disputed statement, "I 
feel that we have very good, documented 
evidence for what we've published," ap- 
pears in his notes as it was printed in 
Science.-Eds. 

Corrections and Clarifications 

In the last paragraph (p. 1909) of the article 
"Tropical deforestation and habitat fragmen- 
tation in the Amazon: Satellite data from 
1978 to 1988" by D. Skole and C. Tucker (25 
June, p. 1905), "(-15,000 km2)" should have 
been "(-16,000 km2)." The last sentence of 
note 24 of the same article should have read, 
"Additional ground checking and verification 
were done in eastern Para state, north of 
Manaus and along the Rio Negro, both in 
Amazonas." 
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