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Vive Lyons!

Patrick Oswald’s statement quoted in the
article “French government tries decentral-
izing excellence” by Michael Balter (Science
in Europe, 18 June, p. 1749) that Lyons is “a
bit of a scientific desert in physics” cannot
pass without comment. Perhaps the areas of
research that interest Oswald do not include
nuclear physics, particle physics, atomic
physics, laser research, fiber optics, lumines-
cent materials, or any of the many other
subjects investigated here.

It is true, and well expressed in the
article, that Paris is the capital of France in
every possible way and the capital of French
science through the richness and diversity of
its laboratories. It is also true that Lyons has
less opportunity for the exploration of every
promising field. However, it is in deserts that
one can find certain rare species that do not
flourish elsewhere. The Nuclear Physics In-
stitute in Lyons is at present developing the
mirrors for use in the Franco-Italian VIRGO
project for detecting gravitational waves,
and many other projects are under way.
Lyons has played a crucial role in the devel-
opment of BGO crystals for the L3 detector
at CERN (the European Organization for
Nuclear Research) and has made important
contributions to the understanding of quark-
gluon plasmas. Lyons is also a center of
excellence for complex systems of measure-
ment and has no equal in Paris or, indeed,
elsewhere. Other areas of special technical
expertise include laser spectroscopy, lumi-
nescent solutions and gases, dilute media,
and the physics of aggregates.

Edgard Elbaz

Director,

Institut des Sciences de la Matiére,
Université Claude Bernard Lyon-1,
69622 Villeurbanne Cedex, France

Corrections and Clarifications

In the Meeting Brief “EUVE [Extreme Ultravi-
olet Explorer] takes the long view” by Faye
Flam (Research News, 25 June, p. 1879), the
EUVE principal investigator was incorrectly
identified. He is Stuart Bowyer of the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley.
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The ROTOBERTY®
internal recycle reactor
ensures accurate scale up.

* Kinetic regime, heat and mass transfer
conditions similar to production units

* Replicates reaction rates and mass
velocities in production reactors

® Recycle flow rates are precisely known

 High impeller speeds produce reliable
results, even at atmospheric pressure

o Standard design for pressures to 2000
psi (138 bar) and temperatures to 450°C

o Complete, ready-to-use-package
mounts easily on bench or table top

o Contact PP! for further information and
a free brochure
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