
Much of the ~ub l i c  debate about the 
merits of cDNA sequencing is focused on 
the filing of patents on fragments of genes. 
We believe that gene fragments are of value 
and are thus worth patenting. Neverthe- 
less, because of the rapid identification of 
new genes by many different groups world- 
wide, we believe that use patents may 
ultimately be more important than DNA 
patents to the future of the biotechnology 
industry. We plan to pursue the biological 
function of interesting new molecules we - 
discover in our program accordingly. 

Randy W. Scott 
Incyte Pharmaceuticals, 
3330 Hillview Avenue, 

Pak, Alto, C A  94304 

Converting Weapons to Fuel 

Of the many new problems introduced by 
the end of the Cold War, none presents a 
greater threat than the fate of weapons- 
grade nuclear materials in several coun- 
tries of the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS). Denaturing stockpiles 
of weapons-grade uranium could be ac- 
complished quickly by reversing the sepa- 
ration process used to make it. Enriched 
uranium could be mixed with depleted 

material to create isotooic comoositions 
that would not be weapons-grade but 
would be useful as fuel for nuclear oower 
reactors. This process is cheap and would 
require no research, development, or in- 
vestment in infrastructure. Recent indica- 
tions that the United States may purchase 
weapons-grade uranium from Russia ( I )  
are heartening. Such a purchase could be 
preceded or followed by denaturing. 

Unfortunately, denaturing weapons- 
grade plutonium is not feasible, as it can 
be reversed by widely known chemical 
processes. However, plutonium could be 
consumed in the intense neutron fields of 
nuclear reactors. The technology and in- 
frastructure necessary to produce mixed 
oxide fuel, composed of natural or deplet- 
ed uranium and a small percentage of 
plutonium, are available in several na- 
tions. If all of the power reactors in the 
United States were fueled with mixed 
oxides, the time required to effectively 
eliminate a weapons-grade plutonium 
stockpile of 200 tons (a common estimate 
of the total stocks in the United States 
and the CIS) would be about 2 years. 

It took four decades to build up today's 
stockpiles of weapons-grade uranium and 
plutonium; they could be eliminated in a 
few years. Furthermore, they could provide 
a benefit to mankind in the form of electric 

power, which would partly compensate for 
the terror they have engendered. 

Stanley G. Prussin 
Department of Nuclear Engineering, 

University of California, Berkeley, C A  94720 
C .  Roger Glassey 

Department of Industrial Engineering and 
Operations Research, 

University of California, Berkeley 
G. Melese 

Department of Nuclear Engineering, 
University of California, Berkeley 
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The G-Word 

I enjoyed very much "Heavenly name drop- 
ping" (ScienceScope, 29 Jan., p. 587), which 
gently pokes fun at my co-author Leon Led- 
erman for calling his new. book The God 
Particle. I must say that I've gotten a giggle 
out of the mental picture of Lederman 
crisscrossing the country over the past 6 
weeks, eating bad airline food, breathing 
the rancid air in television green rooms, 
developing repetitive motion disorder 

AAAS Prize for 
Behavioral Science Research 

Entries are invited for this prize which is awarded 
for a meritorious published paper in the behavioral 
sciences. The purpose of the prize is to encourage 
the development and application of methods for 
the study of social behavior, using the logic of 
observation and explication so fruitful in any scien- 
tific endeavor. Entries should deal with basic ob- 
servation and construction in the areas known as 
social process, group behavior, or interpersonal 

A prize of $2,500 plus a commemorative plaque 
will be awarded at the AAAS Annual Meeting in 
San Francisco, California, February 1994. 

Papers must have appeared in a peer-reviewed 
journal since January 1, 1992. Deadline for sub- 
mission is July 1, 1993. 

For complete guidelines, contact: Catherine Cam- 
pos, AAAS Behavioral Science Research Prize, 
American Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence, 1333 H Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005, 

cyclic GMP - AGONIST 
PCPT-cGMP now available! 

8- (4-Chlorophenylthio) - guanosine - 3', 5' - cyclic monophosphate 
(PCPT-cGMP) IS a potent and selective activator of cycllc GMP depen- 
dent protein kinases showing excellent membrane permeability com- 
bined with high metabolic stability. 

Outstanding properties: 
-activates selectively cyclic GMP - dependent protein kinases 
-good discrimination between cGMP and CAMP second 

messenger pathways 
-increased activation potential as compared to natural cyclic GMP 
-no metabolic degradation by cyclic nucleotide phosphodiesterases 
-excellent membrane permeability due to high lipophilicity 
-poor inhibitor of CAMP - dependent phosphodiesterases (no CAMP 

accumulation) 
-sufficient solubility in water or buffer 
-chemically stable 
References: 
Miller, J P et a1 Frailcis, S H et a1 Wolfe. L Co rb i n  J D , Fraricis S H 
Bioclieniistry. 12, M o  Phairnacol . 34 J B ioc l ien i .  264. 7734-7741 I19891 
5310~5319 (1973) 506-517 119881 

PCPT-cGMP is exclusively available f r o m  BIOLOG 
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We'll Help You Build 
A New Lab 

Let t h e  free Science product in-  
formation service put you i n  touch 
with the vendors whose products 
you will need. 

Simply write us a letter stating 
the  specifics about your proposed 
lab and the  instruments and 
supplies you need. W e  will d o  the  
rest. Wri te  to: 

SCIENCE Magazine 
New Lab Service Department 
1333 H Street, N.W., Rm 830 
Washington, DC 20005 

SCIENCE 

from incessant book signings, and trying 
(unsuccessfully) to fend off criticism over 
the use of the G-word in the title of the 
book. Meanwhile, I've been lying i n  bed 
munching nachos and watching Amy 
Fisher T V  movies. 

But I digress. Any criticism of the title 
(which comes, by the way, from a comment 
Lederman made in a 1986 speech to high 
school students) should rightfully be direct- 
ed at me, since I came up with it. It was 
meant as a joke. I inserted it on the pro- 
posal we wrote back in 1989 as a temporary 
thing, meant to fill that awkward space at 
the top of the page right above the impor- 
tant stuff, our bylines. 

We had hoped to find a better title, but 
the name just sort of stuck. Lederman and I 
later lobbied to call the book The  Goddam 
Particle, since that's how most journalists 
today regard particle physics. As a second 
choice, I suggested Boys in the Band, since a 
history of physics is mostly a story about a 
bunch of men, but it seems that title had 
been taken. SSC,  W e  Hardly Knew Ye  was 
also ruled out as too downbeat. So The  God 
Particle it is, and while neither of the book's 
authors believes in  God, at least one of us 
believes in particles. 

Dick Teresi 
72 Pine Street, 

Amherst, M A  01002 

Incorrect GenBank Numbers 

Note 12 i n  the report "Rejection of the 
'flying primate' hypothesis by phylogenetic 
evidence from the e-globin gene" by 
Wendy J. Bailey, Jerry L. Slightom, and 
me (3 Apr. 1992, p. 86) (1) contained 
incorrect GenBank accession numbers and 
voucher specimen numbers for the flying 
lemur, tree shrew, megabat, and microbat. 
The  correct numbers for these sequences 
and specimens are as follows. Flying le- 
mur, M81368, CM87909; tree shrew, 
M81367, CM88634; megabat, M81365, 
CM88359; and microbat, M81366, 
CM88012. In  the GenBank listing under 
M81366, the species name that was orig- 
inally given, Megaderma spasma, was in- 
correct and should have been Megaderma 
lyra. Also, under M81365, i n  the section 
called Definition, the word Cenopterus 
was a misspelling of Cynopterus. 

Mowis Goodman 
Departments of Anatomy and 

Cell Biology and 
Molecular Biology and Genetics, 

Wayne  State University School of Medicine, 
Detroit, MI 48206 
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Science 

Announcing a Definitive New Guide to the Science Books 
that Delight, Inform, and Stimulate Young Minds 

Science Books & Films' 
BEST BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 1988-91 

Maria Sosa and Shirley M.  Malcom, editors 

This reliable g u ~ d e  enables anyone to quickly and easily choose the best children's science books, 
trom a comprehensive list of those "recommended" or "htghly recommended" by Scielzce Books & Filttls, 

AAAS' official book review journal. 

Each entry contatns complete bibl iograph~c and  ordering information, plus extensive excerpts from the 
original SBaF rev ie~r ,  ~nc lud ing  appropriate readinglinterest level (kindergarten through grade 9) .  

Virtually every subject area in the  sciences is covered. 

300 page\ cloth ISBN i i0-87168-505- 1 #92-30H 

Available now for only $40.00 ( M A S  members, $32.00) 
Mail order to AAAS ~ o o k s ,  -lIepartrnent A75S, P . 0  Box 753, Waldorf, M D  20604 

Add $4 shipping per order. I f  you prefer, order by phone (VISAIMasterCard only) 
(301)645-5643 (9am-4pm ET) and ask for AAAS or Fax (301) 843-0159. 
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