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says, %usted women for their patience, persistence, 
and perception--traits which he thought made them 
better students of primate behavior." 

Leakey himself was perceptive enough to see those 
qualities in each of the Trimates, whom he met over a 
span of more than a decade. Goodall came first, shortly 
after she arrived in Kenya from England in 1957, aged 
24. She contacted Leakey, curator ofNairobi's Coryndon 
Natural History Museum (today theNationa1 Museums 
of Kenya), on a friend's advice. Leakey offered her a job 
as a secretary but soon afterward confided that he had 
bigger things in mind: If she was willing to go, he would 
find funds to send her to Tanzania to study chimpanzees 
there. Goodall accepted with alacrity. - 

Stream on the shores of Lake Tanganyika, where her 
determination and skill in watching quickly produced 
results. Only 3 months into her study, she observed 
behaviors no researcher had ever remrted: chimoan- 
zees feasting on a wild piglet they had killed; c h i m b -  
zees hunting monkeys; chimpanzees using tools made 
from twigs to extract termites from their nests. 

That last finding blew apart anthropology's concep- 
tion of primates-and human beings. "I was at the 
meeting in London in 1962 when Jane first came back 
and made that amazing announcement about chimps 
making tools in the wild," says Alison Jolly, a prima- 
tologist at Princeton University. "She essentially rede- 
fined what it is to be a human being. We'd all been 




