
Mary Anning in adulthood. [British Museum of 
Natural Histoty] 

person of the early career of Mary Anning 
(1799-1847). Mary, the daughter of a 
cabinetmaker in Lyme Regis, was a fossil 
hunter, one of the first to make important 
finds in the Mesozoic strata of southern 
England. Cole gives us a fictional recon- 
struction of Mary as a person, her fascina- 
tion with fossils and the ~roblems in- 
volved in being different fro; other young 
women of her time and class: "The fossils 
are my livelihood, not just something to 
collect and study. It is somewhere between 
. . . the Lyme of my neighbors and the 
world of the geological gentry . . . that I 
must find a place for myself." The story 
Cole tells is as accurate as limited histor- 
ical information will allow. She gives 
Mary a modem-sounding narrative voice 
in which she relates the emotional ups and 
downs of her triumphs and difficulties. In 
spite of this wholly fictional aspect of the 
book, the story provides a realistic per- 
spective on pre-Darwinian paleontology 
and its impact on the life of a provincial girl. 
More important, Cole gives her readers a 
lasting image of how intelligence, necessity, 
and determination combined to shape Mary 
Anning's life and give her a sigdkmt place 
in the history of paleontology. The story will 
be especially interesting to young people who 
wonder about pursuing a career that conflicts 
with their upbringing. Although we have 
come a long way in nearly two centuries, 
readers will also realize that many young 
women of today face similar problems when 
they choose to pursue an interest in science. 
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; American Women in Science Before tbe Civil War. Elizabeth Wagner Reed. Pub- 
' lished by the author, 400 Church S t  S.E, Minneapolis, MN 55455. iv, 214pp., illus. 

Spiral bound, $12. 
Brief biographies of 22 "women who published in science before 1861 ,"beginning with 
Elizabeth Cacy Agassiz and ending with Emma Hart Willard, pnceded by an essay an 

- women as membefs and patrons of scientific bodies and as collectors, teacheq and a r c h .  

Biology and Feminism. A Dynamic Interaction. Sue V. Rosser. Twapne, New Yak, 
1992. xviii, 192 pp. $26.95; paper, $14.95. Impact of Feminism on the Arts and 

Brazzaville Beach. W i  Boyd. Avon, New York, 1992. xvi, 320 pp. Paper, $4.99. 

Biographical essays on 14 Nobelists, categorized as "first generation pioneersn (Marie 
Curie, Like Meimer, Emmy Noether), "second generation" (alphabetically from O e q  
Cori to Rosalyn Yalow), and "the new generationn (Jocelyn Bell Bumell). I n f d  
photographs and information from interviews with living prize-winners are included. 
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