
during the last 100 million years, you are 
better off asking a paleontologist than a 
modeler. 
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Fish Otolith Chemistry 

I was pleased to see an aspect of fish otolith 
chemistry reported in Random Samples (13 
Nov., p. 1087). The article was particularly 
timely given the increasing importance of 
otolith to both fisheries and environmental 
research, as evidenced by the interest in the 
recent symposium "Fish otolith research 
and application" held in late January at 
Hilton Head, South Carolina. However, I 
must point out that the estimation of water 
temperatures by the analysis of oxygen iso- 
topes in otoliths is not new. In fact, the 
application of these data to the estimation 
of both modem and prehistoric water tem- 
peratures was discussed in a report pub 
lished in Scimce in 1967 (1). Other signif- 
icant contributions to the study of oxygen 
isotopes in fish otolith (2) should also not 
be overlooked. 
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Is your graphing program 
too hard to swallow? 
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matter how you slice it, easy-to-learn, you can create your 
most scientific graphics programs first graph in minutes. 
are tough to digest. It's hard to con- Statistics too, 
centrate On your data when youfre Graphpad also offers hstat. 
faced with awkward help screens, Unlike heaw-duty programs 
confusing menus and cmbersome designed for statisticians, InStaP is 

That's designed for scientists. Even if your 
Sftware is pleased to offer Inplot, howledge of statistics is a bit rnsty, 
a more palatable choice. InStat's clear language makes it 
InPlot. Scientific Graphics. easy to calculate t tests, nonpara- 

This versatile program makes it metric tests, one-way ANOVA, chi- 
easy to quickly analyze your raw square, Fisher's test, linear regres- 
data and create polished graphs - sion and needed sample size. 
complete with error bars, log axes and Both programs are backed by an 
scientfic symbols. Curve fitting with unconditional, 90-day guarantee 
nonlinear regression has never and free technical support." 
been easier. Built-in help screens Call (800) 388-4723 today for 
guide you step-by-step. There are more information. Because analyz- 
even special features for radiogland ing and graphing data and shouldn't 
binding and RIAs. And InPlot is so cause indigestion. 

Cr aplPd TM ,ntuitive software for science. ......**........*.........* *.**~*~....~......*........ 
10855 Sorrento Valley Road, Su~te 203 San D~ego, CA 92121 USA 
TEL (800) 388-4723, (619) 457-3909 FAX (619) 457-8141 
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