LETTERS

large head with binocular vision, lacked

external ears, and had a deep chest with

ribs all the way down the abdomen, oppos-

able fingers, and no external genitalia. Rus-

sell did not suggest other characteristics of

such beings or the possible nature of their

social structure, but from what we know of

ourselves, reptiles, and the nature of intel-

ligence, many logical scenarios can be
imagined.
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All in the Family

There are some interesting family connec-
tions brought to mind by different contri-
butions in the 22 January issue. A report on
page 493 by Istvan Lengyel et al. discusses
research connected with transient, spatial
patterns predicted by the British mathema-
tician Alan Turing, who was mainly re-
sponsible for breaking the German “Enig-
ma” military code, believed by many to be
decisive in the Allied victory in World War
II.

Turing’s maternal great-grandfather was
Thomas George Stoney, whose second
cousin, George Johnstone Stoney, was a
distinguished physicist who, among other
things, invented the word “electron” (1).
This same man was uncle to George Francis
FitzGerald, the proponent of the contrac-
tion hypothesis as an explanation of the
Michelson-Morley result, described in The
Maxwellians, which is reviewed (Book Re-
views, p. 536) in that same issue.

Peter Mitchell
Rural Route 3, Box 546,
Elmer, NJ 08318
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Kuwait Oil Fires: Correction

In our article “Airborne studies of the
smoke from the Kuwait oil fires” (15 May,
p- 987) (1), we stated that the depletions of
sulfur dioxide (SO,) and nitrogen oxides
(NO,) in the smoke plume from the Kuwait
oil fires were 50 and 60% per hour, respec-
tively. These values were derived from mea-
surements made aboard a Convair C-131
aircraft, and measurements of CO, were
used as a conserved tracer. Subsequent
comparisons of these measurements of CO,
(which were obtained from a continuous

s your graphing program
too hard to swallow?

No matter how you slice it,
most scientific graphics programs
are tough to digest. It's hard to con-
centrate on your data when you're
faced with awkward help screens,
confusing menus and cumbersome
manuals. That's why GraphPad
Software is pleased to offer InPlot,
a more palatable choice.

InPlot. Scientific Graphics.

This versatile program makes it
easy to quickly analyze your raw
data and create polished graphs -
complete with error bars, log axes and
scientific symbols. Curve fitting with
nonlinear regression has never
been easier. Built-in help screens
guide you step-by-step. There are
even special features for radiogland
binding and RIAs. And InPlot is so

easy-to-learn, you can create your
first graph in minutes.
Statistics too.

GraphPad also offers InStat.
Unlike heavy-duty programs
designed for statisticians, InStat® is
designed for scientists. Even if your
knowledge of statistics is a bit rusty,
InStat’s clear language makes it
easy to calculate ¢ tests, nonpara-
metric tests, one-way ANOVA, chi-
square, Fisher’s test, linear regres-
sion and needed sample size.

Both programs are backed by an
unconditional, 90-day guarantee
and free technical support.* -

Call (800) 388-4723 today for
more information. Because analyz-
ing and graphing data and shouldn't
cause indigestion.

[;ralil @[ﬂ Intuitive software for science.

10855 Sorrento Valley Road, Suite 203 ¢ San Diego, CA 92121 ¢ USA
TEL. (800) 388-4723, (619) 457-3909 * FAX (619) 457-8141
*InPlot costs $395 and is a DOS program. InStat costs $95 and is available in DOS and MAC versions.
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