
KAmAn as scientist emerges in shadowy 
form. ~erhaus because the Smithsonian series 
to which thi  book belongs aims at the general 
reader. Gom discusses some theoretical con- 
tributions (such as KBrmAn's law of turbulence 
and the KBrmim vortex streets), but the treat- 
ment is too truncated and divorced from 
context to give a full sense of KBrmBn's scien- 
tific importance. His distinctive intellectual 
approach, which combined intuitive insight 
and mathematical sophistication, deserves 
deeper treatment. By choosing to limit the 
subject to aeronautics, Gorn ignores impor- 
tant aspects of KBrmBn's career, such as his 
consulting on the collapse of the Tacoma 
Narrows Bridge ("Galloping Gertie"). And it 
would not denigrate KArmBn's brilliance to 
acknowled~e that he was not infallible. as 

u 

indicated by his preoccupation with ramjets. 
But until a biographer probes its subject more 
fully, this book stands as a useful introduction 
to the multifaceted life of this complex figure. 
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