
tver  tee^ out of touch with your field? James Fee has Fwthe past 8 years, Fee has sewed as alrecror or 
it worse. The biologist, who until recently directed the the SIR, w h i i  suppfies labeled research materials to 
10s Alamos National Laboratory's Stable Isotope Re- biomedical sGientlsts around the country, and con- 
source (SIR), says he feels as if he's been under ducted his own research on cell respiration. Accord- 
"scientifc house arrest" ever since he was evicted ing to Fee, the alleged act of insubordination was his 
from his own lab last month. decision to writedirecttytothe Department of Energy's 

As Fee tells it, on 28 January his boss, Alexander researd'l office in January, without approval from his 
Gancarz, leader of the isotope and nuclear chemistry superiors, suggesting a new isotope program. 
'vision, arrived at Fee's lab followed by two guards Gancen: says insubordination is one of several 
with automatic weapons. Gancarz marched him out of pending charges against Fee, which he declines to 
the lab, Fee says, then handed him a note saying he name "in fairness to the employee." Gancarz denies 
was on investigatory leave for "insubordination," and that he called the guards to escort Fee out; they're 
that Fee was barred from returning to the lab and always around the lab, he says. And he claims the 
speaking to colleagues until further notice. Specifi- order was not intended to silence Fee-rather, it was 
cally, it said: "You are not to contact or communicate designed to prevent him from representing himself 
with any of the scientists or administrators associated officially as SIR chief. Los Alamos is now seeking a 
with the Stable Isotope Resource or with any other of new SIR directw, having removed Fee. In addition, 
your projects at the laboratory." He was also told not Gancarz says the lab has launched a top-level review 
to call other federal agencies. of the case due to be completed in 2 weeks. 


