predators, even within a species, can show
enormous variation in sensitivity to toxins
(3). But we point out that homobatra-
chotoxin affects voltage-dependent sodium
channels of nerve and muscle cell mem-
branes; these channels are highly conserved
in vertebrates and invertebrates (4), the
only known exception being poison-dart
frogs, in which the recognition site on the
sodium channel for batrachotoxins is no
longer functional (5). Thus numbing and
burning probably occur in buccal tissue of
predators such as snakes, raptors, and arbo-
real marsupials, neurons of which have the
requisite sodium channels. We emphasize
that we chose to keep the possible identifi-
cation of homobatrachotoxin as a chemical
defense in birds a tentative one, by framing
it as a question in the title of our report,
until further field work can be conducted.
John P. Dumbacher
Bruce M. Beehler
Thomas F. Spande
H. Martin Garraffo
John W. Daly
Department of Ecology and Ewolution,
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 60637
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Corrections and Clarifications

The Research News article “Getting it together

at the synapse” by Jean Marx (20 Nov., p.
1304) gave the incorrect impression that the
chick agrin gene was the first to be cloned.
However, Fabio Rupp, James Campanelli,
and Werner Hoch (working in the laboratory
of Richard Scheller at Stanford University)
cloned the rat agrin gene about a year earlier
and showed that the protein is made in motor
neurons and is active in inducing acetylcho-
line receptor aggregation on muscle cells.

In the News & Comment article “Will Fermilab

find its future by looking to the stars?” by Faye
Flam (1 Jan., p. 24), two participants in the
Sloan Digital Sky Survey, Johns Hopkins
University and the Institute for Advanced
Study, were inadvertently omitted.

SCIENCE

Attn: Corrine Harris
1333 H Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

“MINORITIES IN SCIENCE...A SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS”

SCIENCE 10 November Reprint

In a first-time cover story, the 10 November issue of SCIENCE
explores the complex problems and obstacles facing minorities as
they work and compete in the scientific community.

This special section focuses on:
* AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PROGRAMS
¢ CAREER PROFILES
*BARRIERS FACING MINORITIES
*THE SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS
To order your copy send $2.25 per copy plus postage to:

Postage (per copy)
US: $1.50 first copy,

Int’l Air: $5.00 first copy,
Int’l Surface: $1.50 first copy,

For more information on arders of 30 ar more call (202) 326-6527. Visa and MasterCard orders accepied.

.60 each add’l copy
$4.00 each add’l copy

$1.00 each add’l copy

THE WORLD’S FIRST

DIGITAL
DNA SYNTHESIZER.

Everything you need is on

the end of your hand! Just type
your sequence on an ordinary
piece of paper, put it in the fax
machine and dial. Instant
OligoFax." In less than 48 hours
(guaranteed) your oligo will be
on its way, ready for research.

Special Offer! Free cartridge
purification on your first order.

In North America, call

(800) 2345-DNA

GENDSYS

Genosys Biotechnologies, Inc. The Woodlands, TX 77381-4241
Phone: (713) 363-3693 Fax (713) 3632212
In UK., France, Germany & Eire: Genosys Biotechnologies, Inc
Phone: (+44) 223 425622 Fax: (+44) 223 425966

In Other W. European Countries: MedProbe A S. (Oslo, Norway} Phone:

(+47) 2 2001 37 Fax (+47)2 2001 89
In Japan: Kurabo Industries Utd . Biomedical Dept. (Osaka, Japan)
Phone: 0720-20-4504 Fax: 0720-21-9641

Circle No. 6 on Readers’ Service Card






