
Schopfs illustrations of new microfossils 
from the 3500-million-vear-old Warrawoona 
Group, compelling in the original, are inde- 
cipherable as printed here. Many graphs are 
also difficult to read. One editor's name is 
even misspelled on the cover. In addition, 
the price tag encourages rumination on how 
a little thought and a diskette or two could 
have trimmed the book's bulk bv half. in- 
creased the space available for ;houghtful 
essavs. and reduced the vrice to a level , , 

where more scientists could afford a copy. 
Despite its shortcomings, however, The 

Proterozoic Biosphere is an important re- 
source that should find its way into librar- 
ies. Anyone with a serious interest in the 
half of recorded Earth history encompassed 
bv the Proterozoic Eon will want to consult 
it for data compilations, references, and 
skeletal discussions of life's evolutionary 
maturation. 

Andrew H. Knoll 
Botanical Museum, 

Harward University, 
Cambridge, MA 02 138 
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