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hurdles-when most argue that 
the gene law is already strangling 
German genetics research. 

German health officials, who 
have until mid-November to re- 
ply to the commission's letter, say 
they haven't yet decided how to 
res~ond. But research minister 
~ ~ i n z  Riesenhuber has already 
said that he'd like the German 
government to press for changes 
to the EC directive. Most other 
EC states are still in the process of 
formulating their regulations, but 
of the few that have completed 
the process, only the Germans have 
fallen afoul of the commission 
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Combining Economics 
With Biodiversity 

Three government agencies are 
starting an experimental pro- 
gram to encourage the conserva- 
tion and exploration of rare plants 
and animals around the world. 
One goal is to look for compounds 
useful for new pharmaceuticals. 
Called the International Coop- 
erative Biodiversity Groups pro- 
gram, it is making available 
$1.5 million this year for pro- 
jects that will involve inven- 
torying, collecting, and doing re- 
search on organisms from endan- 

gered ecosystems such as rain 
forests, coral reefs, and deserts. 

The initiative has sprung from 
existing activities at the Nation- 
al Science Foundation, which 
has a large biodiversity program, 
the Agency for International 
Development, and the National 
Institutes of Health. where the 
National Cancer Institute has 
been collecting compounds to 
test for anticancer and anti- 
AIDS activity. 

The new program is designed 
to encourage the use of indig- 
enous knowledge and the train- 

and animal swcies that ' d d  be 
sources of liie-saving drugs; sea- 
food contamination from toxic 
chemicals in U.S. coastal waters; 
and environmental threats from 
population growth. 

The conference was the kick- 
off to an education drive that will 
include symposia in a number of 
major cities. Physicians have been 
relatively silent on environmen- 
tal matters, says psychiatrist and 
symposium codirector Eric Chiv- 
ian. PSR is therefore working on 
plans to integrate environmental 
health and population issues into 
medical school curricula. 
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