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OPRR Berates NIH 
The Office for Protection 

from Research Risks (OPRR), 
the NIH office responsible for 
enforcing government rules on 
human volunteers in clinical ex- 
periments, has issued a sharp 
report condemning NIH's "dis- 
jointed, compartmentalized 
system of human subject pro- 
tections," and singhg out NCI 
researcher Robert Gallo and 
French scientist Daniel Zagury 
for a "continuing lack of under- 
standing" of departmental rules 
regarding human subjects. 

The OPRR's year-long inves- 
tigation began afler NIH re- 
ceived allegations that Zagury 
had conducted AIDS vaccine 
trials in Zaire on young chil- 
dren without French and Zairan 
government approval, and that 
Gallo had sent Zagury biologi- 
cal material without providing 
documentation regarding its 
use in human mals. Since Feb- 
ruary, NIH has required Gallo 
and several other NCI research- 
ers to obtain special approval 
before collaborating with Eor- 
eign institutions in reswch in- 
volving human subjects. In re- 
sponse to the OPRR report, 
NIH has similarly restricted 
Gallo's domestic collaborations. 

NIH has also decided to cre- 
ate an Office of Human Sub- 
jects Research to ensure that its 
researchers understand that all 
their collaborations are subject 

Stanford Finances Take a Beating 
ppppp 

Faced with a sharp, govem- 
ment-imposed cut in its over- 
head rate, Stanford University's 
medical school has been forced 
to borrow $30 million &om the 
main campus-the first bailout 
in the school's history. Plans are 
in the works to cut 15 positions 
from the medical school faculty 
through attrition. And privately, 
some university insiders are pre- 
dicting that the grandiose Near 
West Cunpus-Stanford's plan 
for a $250-million, 800,000- 
square-foot science complex- 
may be dead. 

Officially, building plans fi>r 
the 41-acre project have merely 
been slowed down and scaled 
back. The first two buildings of 
the project are completed, and 
construction on the third is ten- 
tatively planned to begin this 
fall. But some fkar the financial 
squeeze on Stanford could stop 

, the project completely. 
I The fare of Near West might 
I 

I Despite past 

only presage fiscal calamities 
w w  looming in other univer- 
sity programs, triggered by the 
government's reduction of the 
indirect cost rate from 74% to 
55%. In addition to the loan 
from the main campus, the 
medical school-which houses 
half the university's federally 
funded researchers-will use its 
$2 1 -million financial reserve 
for operating expenses through 
1997. Other belt-tightening 
measures include the cancella- 
tion of two national searches 
for chairmen of pharmacology 
and neurosurgery. Plans to 
build a new $7-&011 anatomy 
building have been canceled, West Campus development. 
and all departments will have to 
cut expenses by 7%. trophe, it's easy to see why Near 

Administrators are also plan- West-which at one time 
ning a number of cuts for the threatened to send the 
main campus, including a 3- university's indirect cost rate to 
month delay in employees' 8 4 W g h t  have been moved 
1991 salary increases. Against not just onto the back burner, 
this backdrop of financial catas- but off the stove altogether. 

I tions may soon become 
a d t y - a t  least for the 
new Genome Data Base 

repository for all human Institutions will find that their 

(left) and Galas. gene mapping data. influence over policies concem- 
Just a few weeks ago, ing database format, access, and 

: disagreements I James Watson and David Galas, distribution is roughly propor- 
to U.S. rules. It  will also audit over the extent of Japan's con- who head the genome efforts at tional to the size of their conm- 
the existing collaborations of mbution to the Human Ge- the National Institutes ofHealth bution, says Galas. 
intramural scientists for com- nome Project, U.S. officials are and the Department of Energy, Funding for the database has 
pliance with these regulations. now optimistic that support sent out letters inviting conm- long been up for grabs. While 

I I  1 the Howard Hughes Medical 

the new collaboration. 
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