
Numerous nxamhm have pinad out 
for years that chronic mitogencsis is impor- 
tant in archgenesis. Our theoretical point 
is that this is because ofefks on mutagen- 
esis. Loss of hacroygosity due to nondis- 
junction, gene conversion, and mitotic re- 
combination ouxlning during d division 
can be much more b e n t  than loss of 
hetenqgosity due to independent sec- 
ond mutation (1). Cell division is important 
in general for markedly increasing the prob- 
ability of mutation and, for recessive gems, 
is likely to be of dominant importance aftg 
the occumnce of the first mutation. 

Some ofthe other criticisms of our papers 
reportedbyMarxwillbeaddressedinour 
&ponses &I forthcoming letters in Srience. 
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Karen Wright's article about changes at 
Primate Rcscarch Institute (PRI) (News & 
Comment, 2 Nov., p. 614) conrains some 
statements and opinions attributed to me 
thatdistortthepcc~cntstatusofreseuch,in 
particular AIDS research, at PRI. A reeval- 
uation of my conversation with Wright 
would reveal an upbeat tone a d  discussion 
of a healthy AIDS rrseaKh program that 
was not conveyed by the article. Thrct state- 
ments from the article are germane. 

1) T o r  the moment PRI carainly hasn't 
shut down. But it doesn't have much in the 
way of an AJDS rrsearch component." In 
fict, the truth is the exact opposite as I told 
Wright. Mika Popovic's group neither 
brought nor took AIDS research finds. No 
AIDS projects have been lost or impeded 
since Popovic, Suzanne Garmer, and Bill 
Hobson lefl PRI. Direct cost AIDS f i l d h g  
at PRI has grown this year from $2,475,05 1 
to $3,080,713. 

2) The article states that I have %ot 
&ed in filling any institutional vacan- 
cies. . . ." This is a distortion, as I told 
Wright that no positions had yet been listed 
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or a<tvemsed. I had been at PRI only a few 
weeks when we s w k .  Since then. PRI has 
had a p&i& position listed' that has 
not yet closed. We have had several quali6ed 
applicants apply thus far. 

3) The artide states that when I was 
"asl;ad if NMSU will cooperate by produc- 
ing the financial or moral support needed to 
make PRI what he envisions," I hesitated 
and said "I don't know yet . . . l'm just 
beginning to find out." This statement a p  
pears to be worded to imply that I might be 
dissatisfied with support provided by the 
New Mexico State University (NMSU) ad- 
~ t i o n . M y a n s w e r w a s i n ~ t o  
understanding the current financial situa- 
tion at PRI and not to waiting for bailout 
funds, as implied. I stated very clearly that 
universities do not normally provide large 
amounts of intramural funds to primate 
centers. I also said that NMSU provided 
more indirect cost to PRI than I had 
experienced at the University of California, 
~av i s ,  primate center. 

WhenIbecamedirtaorofPRIinSep- 
tember 1990, I believed that the right 
changes had been made by the NMSU . . admmmation. Evtrythrng I have ob- 
served at PRI since then has conlirmed that 
belief. 
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ReJPonw: Marx's optimism n o t w i M -  
ing,Istandbymyoriginalarticleforthe 
following reasons: (i) The ADS research 
component my article refers to is the on-site 
virology-immunology group conceived by 
the institute's former dkct0r-a group that 
has dissolved. M o r e  the level of PRTs 
ongoing fUading for chimps used by AIDS 
researchers at ofher iustitutiom seem irrele- 
vant. (ii) Marx says he had not advertid for 
replacements h r  Popovic et al. at the time of 
our interview, but that has little to do with 
thephrasehequotcsfrvmmyarticlesaying 
that he had not yet fiucd aay vacancies. After 
all, that phrase was still trut at press time- 
well afar the interview-and indeed appears 
frvmMarx'sownlettertohavebeenstill 
m e  when he penned his critique. (iii) Marx 
stam that my artide incomaly implies that 
he was " U e d  with support provided 
bv the NMSU administraton." But in the 
& following the one he quotcs above, 
I wrote: "Marx says he docsn't exjxct 
NMSU to subsidize his ambition." Similar- 
ly, I later quote Marx as saying that NMSU's 
support fbr PRI compares favorably with 
other univemities' support h r  their primate 
centers.-KAREN WRIGHT 

USER FRIENDLY 
EQUILIBRIUM 

DIALYSIS 

Assembly and loading of these 
equilibrium (2 cell) dialysis 
capsules is as easy as using our 
popular dialysis capsules. The 
lower sample is placed in the 
cup shaped base, a dialysis 
membrane is overlayed, and 
the collar is pushed into place. 
Cumbersome clamping devices 
are eliminated. 

Features: 
Upper/Lower sample vo- 
lumes in three standard 
sizes, 0.2, 2 and 7x111. Cus- 
tom volumes from 60ul to 
50ml are available at 
nominal extra cost. 
Upper sample is easily ac- 
cessed during dialysis (by 
removing lid), to deter- 
mine rate of equilibration. 
Both samples are effi- 
ciently mixed for rapid 
equilibration. 
Precut dialysis mem- 
branes are available in six 
molecular cutoff ranges 
from 1,000 to 50,000 
Mwco. 
Ten and twenty place sys- 
tems available. 
Upper volume is variable, 
allowing use as dialysis 
capsules. 
Prices start at $255.00. 

Call us for your requirements 

1-800-247-5345 

InstruMed Inc. 
P.O. Box N 

Union Bridge, MD 21791. 




