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would or would not endanger a 
paper's chances of beiig pub- 
lished in Science. 

"Each case has to be decided 
on its own merits," says KO&- 
land. "Usually, material that has 
been peer-reviewed and is of 
immediate public interest can 
be handled by appropriate em- 
bargo policies." 

Science's policy states that "if 
there is a need in exceptional 

cases to publicize data in ad- 
vance of publication," the 
author(s) should contact the 
AAAS communications office 
for advice on the best strateav 
for handling the informati;; 
(202-326-6440). 

"The idea is not to get in the 
way of the scientific process," 
says Denise Graveline, AAAS 
director of communications. 
"Sharing information with one's 

peers is vital. Authors should 
check with us first if they're 
concerned about media arten- 
tion" that might preclude scien- 
tific publication. 

"I'm not at all unhappy to 
push articles more quickly 
through the review process 
when it's a matter of public 
health, and we've done so," 
Koshland adds. "And if authors 
have been asked to testify at 

public hearings on the subject 
of a paper Science has accepted, 
we have let them do that, too." 

Such exceptions are rare, 
however. In his 5-year tenure at 
Science, Koshland recalls break- 
ing the journal's embargo only 
three times. 

"The place to determine the 
value of any particular finding is 
in the review process," says 
Koshland. e 
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