subsequent induction of p34"‘]"2, but
p34°9? expression was not required for
induction of c-myb or c-myc; the inhibition
of p349? expression with antisense oligo-
mers did not affect induction of either
proto-oncogene. Thus, p34¢¢“? expression
occurs relatively late in the sequence of G;-S
control genes, subsequent to the induction
of c-myb and c-myc. These results suggest
that some of the known requirement for c-
myc and c-myb for the G;-S transition in
lectin-stimulated T cells (16) could be medi-
ated through induction of p34"‘1"2, because
reduction of p34"d"2 expression, either di-
rectly by antisense c¢dc2 oligomers or indi-
rectly by blocking either c-myc or c-myb
induction, produces equivalent inhibition of
DNA synthesis. The observed degree of
inhibition of p34°¥? expression after treat-
ment of cells with antisense c-myb or c-myc
could, by itself, be sufficient to block cells at
G,-S. However, c-myb and c-myc likely regu-
late the expression of many genes in G; and
may control several parallel events that are
also required for the G;-$ transition.

Our antisense oligomer experiments indi-
cate that p34°/“? is not likely to have a
regulatory function at Go-G; in lectin-acti-
vated T cells. The small amount of p34¢4<2
present in resting T cells may be characteris-
tic of Gy cells, and a similar finding has also
been reported for serum-starved fibroblasts
(4) and quiescent baby rat kidney cells (23).
It is possible, however, that p34°“? plays
some role in Gy cells, because expression of
¢dc2 has been described in nonproliferating
brain cells (22).

Finally, it is worth considering that aber-
rant expression of c-myc and c-myb in hema-
topoietic cells can result in leukemia and that
loss of expression of Rb is associated with
transformation of many cell lineages, includ-
ing T cell leukemia (24). It is therefore
possible that p34<““? itself or regulators of
p34°““? function at G;-S could contribute to
transformation of hematopoietic cells.
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Female Preference Predates the Evolution of the

Sword in Swordtail Fish

ALEXANDRA L. Basoro*

The study of female preferences and the evolution of male traits has until recently
centered on genetic coevolutionary mechanisms. An alternative mechanism posits that
a preference results from a preestablished bias in the female information-processing
system arising from sources independent of sexual selection. Male traits then arise that
are selected by this preexisting preference. The genus Xiphophorus consists of swordless
platyfish and swordtails. Swordlessness is the primitive state. In this study, female
platyfish, X. maculatus, were found to prefer conspecific males with artificial swords
over those without swords, despite evidence that the common ancestor of platyfish and
swordtails was swordless. These results suggest that the evolution of the sword in the
swordtail clade was a consequence of selection arising from a preexisting bias.

EXUAL SELECTION WAS FIRST PRO-
posed by Darwin (1) as a mechanism
to explain the evolution of elaborate
traits in males that appear to decrease their
survival. One type of sexual selection, female
choice, involves a preference by females for
traits in males. Until recently, models that

University of Texas at Austin, TX 78712.

*Present address: Department of Biological Sciences,
University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 93106.

stress the coevolution of a female preference
and a male trait have dominated theoretical
and empirical treatments (2, 3). Few data
have been produced that support one of
these models to the exclusion of another,
and alternative, testable models have been
proposed [see (4) for review]. A non-coevo-
lutionary explanation for the evolution of a
female preference and a male trait proposes
that biases in the female sensory or cognitive
system, or both, arise and increase to a high
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frequency, or fixation, for reasons indepen-
dent of sexual selection (5-9). Subsequently,
the evolution of male traits occurs when a
newly arisen trait “exploits” preexisting bias-
es in females. Thus, a preexisting bias in the
female information-processing system, re-
sulting from evolutionary processes inde-
pendent of sexual selection, is present before
the appearance of the male trait. Unlike
models based on coevolutionary processes, a
preexisting bias model does not require fe-
male preference to evolve because of sexual
selection, nor does it require the coevolution
of the preference and trait. However, after
the male trait arises and is selected by the
preexisting bias, other sources of selection
may act in conjunction to further elaborate
or modify the expression of the preference
and the trait.

To demonstrate that preexisting biases
have resulted in the evolution of a male trait,
three criteria should be met. First, it must be
established that in species in which the trait
is present, there is female choice based on
variation (either natural or artificial) in the
trait (10). Second, it must be established
that the absence of the male trait is the
ancestral state within a clade. Third, it
should be established that in a species hav-
ing the primitive state, females prefer the
male trait even though it was not generally
present in the evolutionary history of the
species. In this report, I address these crite-
ria and present data that are consistent with
a preexisting bias model for the evolution of
the sword in the genus Xiphophorus.

Xiphophorus is a genus of small, freshwater
fish in the live-bearing family Poeciliidae of
Central America. The genus includes the
platyfish, which are primarily swordless, and
the swordtails, males of which typically have
a sword, a colored extension of the lower
margin of the caudal fin (11, 12). The sword
does not develop until sexual maturity, at
which time the rays at the base of the caudal
fin begin to lengthen in males and acquire a
border of black coloration. Swordlessness is
considered to be the ancestral state for the
genus (Fig. 1). I have shown that female
green swordtajls, X. helleri, prefer males with
longer swords (13). The preexisting bias
model predicts that male traits arise and are
favored by preestablished preferences. If this
is true, females in a closely related, swordless
species such as X. maculatus, the southern
platyfish (14), should also have a preference
for a swordlike structure, even though the
ancestral state of swordlessness is main-
tained. This hypothesis was tested through
female choice tests to determine whether
preference for a swordlike structure is a
primitive state within the genus Xiphophorus.

Choice tests were conducted in an aquari-
um (45 cm by 41 cm by 87.5 cm) divided by
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Table 1. Difference in time females spent with
males of different sword status (SE in parenthe-
ses). “Yellow” represents males with artificial, 24-
mm, surgically attached yellow plastic swords.
“Transparent” represents males with 24-mm, sur-
gically attached clear plastic swords, simulating
the absence of a sword. Probabilities (P) are from
Wilcoxon matched-pairs signed-rank test.

Mean time
Body (s)
s1ze n P
(mm) Yellow Trans-
parent
35 610 (25) 478 (26) 16 0.039
31 685 (39) 442 (37) 14 0.011
33 694 (67) 414 (64) 17 0.031
34 750 (41) 375 (44) 14  0.002
28 732 (39) 395 (28) 9 0.008
34 710 (54) 411 (53) 14  0.026

two Plexiglas plates into three equal com-
partments (13). The middle compartment
was divided into three sections: one center
section and a section adjacent to each of the
outer compartments. A test female was
placed in an opaque tube suspended from
above the center section, and a test male was
placed in each of the outer compartments
for a 10-min acclimation period. A test trial
was initiated by raising the tube and releas-
ing the female into the center section, begin-
ning a 10-min observation period.

During the observation period, the be-
havior of the test subjects and the amount of
time the female spent in each of the sections
adjacent to the male compartments were
recorded. After this period, the female was
once more placed in the tube and the males
were switched from one end compartment
to the other (to control for side bias), and a
second acclimation and observation period
was conducted. During the choice tests,
males and females actively courted one an-
other. The time of the two observation
periods was summed, and a Wilcoxon
matched-pairs signed-rank test was used on
the data set for each male-female combina-
tion to compare the difference in time spent
with each of the males. Proximity, coupled
with active courtship, was used as an indica-
tor of female mating preferences; mating
was not observed directly (15). Test subjects
were either lab stock or progeny of wild-
caught fish (16). Paired males were matched
for body size (within 1-mm standard length)
and body coloration.

I tested female preference for a sword
structure in the swordless X. maculatus by
surgically applying a plastic sword to platy-
fish males (17) and conducting female
choice tests. Males were matched for body
size and coloration. Paired males each re-
ceived a 25-mm sword; one male received a
yellow sword with a black border, the other
a transparent sword (18). The transparent

sword simulated the visual absence of a
sword, while controlling for surgery effects
and influences of the artificial sword on
swimming behavior. Males were tested for
female preference after a 3-day postoperative
period. Males who underwent this surgery
recovered and performed normal courtship
behavior during female choice tests. Six
pairs of males were tested, each with 9 to 16
females. In all six sets of tests, females
preferred the male with the yellow sword to
the male with the transparent sword (two-
tailed binomial P = 0.032; Table 1).

An additional experiment, a sword rever-
sal test, was conducted in which female
preference was observed for a male with a
yellow sword over a male with a transparent
sword (Wilcoxon matched-pairs signed-rank
test: n = 14, P = 0.03), and then the origi-
nal swords were removed and replaced with
the other type of sword. With this reversal in
sword status, female preferences were re-
versed (Wilcoxon matched-pairs signed-
rank test: n = 14, P = 0.01); females dem-
onstrated a preference for the male with a
yellow sword, although they had previously
discriminated against him when he had a
transparent sword. These data suggest that
the females were basing their choice on
sword presence and not other traits.

The absence of a male trait as the ancestral
condition has been demonstrated in the frog
genus Physalaemus (7). Physalaemus pustulosus
females prefer male chucks at the low fre-
quencies they detect best. In the closely
related species, P. coloradorum, in which

Priapella

Platyfish

Platyfish*

Swordtails

Fig. 1. Abbreviated phylogeny of the genus Xi-
phophorus (11, 19) (some additional species have
been described, but phylogenetic analysis has not
been published). The platyfish are generally un-
sworded, and most species of swordtails possess a
sword (11). Swordlessness appears to be the
primitive state, as the sister group, Priapella, does
not possess a sword, and the sword, consisting of
a colored extension at the ventral margin of the
caudal fin, is a synapomorphy of the swordtail
species (19). Morphological, electrophoretic, pig-
mentary, and morphometric characters were used
to establish the phylogeny. Additionally, patterns
of distribution were considered in some cases.
(The clade to which the platyfish X. maculatus
belongs is designated by an asterisk, *.)
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males do not produce chucks, female neuro-
physiology also suggests that the inner ear is
tuned to lower frequency calls. Therefore,
female biases in the inner ear appear to have
evolved before the production of low-fre-
quency chucks in males. The present study
with platyfish demonstrates that females ex-
hibit a preexisting bias for a trait not gener-
ally present in the evolutionary history of
the lineage. The three criteria necessary to
demonstrate clearly that preexisting biases
can result in the evolution of male traits have
been met with this study: (i) there is varia-
tion for sword length in X. helleri, the green
swordtail, and females prefer males with
longer swords (13); (ii) the phylogeny for
Xiphophorus suggests that the ancestral con-
dition is swordlessness (11, 19) (Fig. 1); and
(iii) in the swordless platyfish, X. maculatus,
females demonstrate a preference for males
with swords.

Obviously, only traits that lie within the
detection limits of the female sensory and
processing systems can be selected via female
choice; thus, the potential range of sexually
selected male traits is constrained. In preex-
isting bias models of sexual selection, the
bases for the initial bias are numerous. A
sword may increase the perceived body size
of a male (8); thus, a preexisting preference
for large males could, as a by-product, result
in selection for the sword once the trait
arises in a population. Similarly, a preexist-
ing preference for rare, novel male types
could initially select a swordlike structure;
however, once an initially rare, novel trait
becomes common, some other mechanism
of preference or source of selection would
be necessary to drive the trait to a high
frequency or fixation. Therefore, preference
for novelty per se cannot explain the evolu-
tion of the sword in swordtail fish. Female
sensory or cognitive systems could be initial-
ly biased in response to environmental
sources of selection. For example, a female
may be adapted to recognize a moving shape
in the environment because that moving
shape resembles a favorite food, and females
have developed a search image for it. This
bias in the female detection system could
subsequently bias the direction and nature
of sexual selection if a mutation for males
resembling this moving shape arises. In ad-
dition, new traits that increase conspicuous-
ness could lead to selection for the trait. All
of these possibilities share one common
factor: the presence of the bias that results in
a preference precedes the appearance of the
male trait. In contrast, a coevolutionary
mechanism requires the joint evolution of
the trait and the preference.

A less parsimonious explanation for the
preference of X. maculatus females for sword-
ed males is that this preference is derived
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separately within the X. maculatus clade.
Such a preference may be for novelty per se
or some other characteristic. However, this
interpretation of the results requires two
independent evolutionary events: the evolu-
tion of a preference in the platyfish clade and
the evolution of a sword preference in the
swordtail clade. A preexisting bias hypothe-
sis, in which a single evolutionary event
accounts for a shared preference in platyfish
and swordtails, is thus a more parsimonious
explanation.

This work suggests that the common an-
cestor of the unsworded X. maculatus and the
sworded X. helleri possessed a preference for
a swordlike structure. Since phylogenetic
hypotheses suggest that males of this com-
mon ancestor were unsworded, the preexist-
ing bias resulting in a sword preference
appears to have evolved before the sword
itself; the sword thus may have subsequently
arisen in the swordtail clade and been select-
ed for by this preexisting bias. Models stress-
ing coevolutionary processes cannot explain
evolution of a female preference in the ab-
sence of a male trait, and, therefore, a preex-
isting bias model seems to best explain the
evolution of the preference and the initial
evolution of the sword. This conclusion

.does not preclude a role for coevolutionary

processes. Once the sword has evolved, the
initial bias and the trait could potentially be
modified by other processes. However, the
Xiphophorus system provides evidence for
preexisting bias models of sexual selection; a
role for other processes remains speculative.
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