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SCIENCE, VOL. 250 

I estimated that the overall eff~a was 0.20 
using appropriate meta-analytic techniques. 
There was too much missii data to analyze 
separately math and reading effects appro- 
priately. A finding of 0.2 standard deviation 
benefit is not a "tiny positive e&qn as 
reported by Mann, but could be equivalent 
to 2 months of achievement gain in one 
academic year. That all the panelists found a 
positive &ect despite the longstanding an- 
tagonism to school desegregation by three 
of them is also worth noting. F i ,  this 
and other meta-analyses (2) also demon- 
strate the potential of using the method on 
nonrandomized studies if appropriate care is 
taken to control tbr systematic sources of 
bias. 
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Mann's article on mcta-analysis was very 
informative and somewhat disturbihg. 
While meta-analysis may be a step toward 
an "objective" mnmarhtion of the state of 
the art in a given scientific area, I get the 
impression that at least some folks think the 
method somehow will facilitate arriving at 
scientific "truth." At its very best, meta- 
analysis cannot determine what is me, it 
only can attempt to measure what ic. 

If we constantly keep in mind that, had 
meta-analysis been around at the time, it 
would have confirmed that planet Earth was 
0at and the center ofthe universe, we'll be all 
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