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related forms are in boreal and temperate 
marine waters, they should be excellent sub- 
jects for studies by the neuroscientists lo- 
cated in the northern hemispheres who are 
concerned with variations in the efficacy of 
marine neurotoxins. 
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Roddier Wavefkont Sensor 

M. Mitchell Waldrop's article "Astrono- 
mers try to put Mauna Kea 'into space' " 
(Research News, 31 Aug., p. 987) provides 
an account of some of the gains that astron- 
omers are now seeking by application of 
adaptive optical systems to telescopes. As 
has been described many times, such systems 
compensate for the wavefront distortion 
that results from atmospheric turbulence 
(imperfect "seeing"), thereby producing dif- 
fraction-limited images at the focus of a 
telescope; for a brief survey of the field see 
(1). 

The two essential components of any 
adaptive telescope are (i) a deformable mir- 
ror upon which a starlit image of the pri- 
mary mirror is formed, and (ii) a two- 
dimensional sensor that measures the 
changing pattern of wavefront distortion 
across the image of the primary mirror and 
continually feeds back this information to 
the deformable mirror to compensate for the 
atmospheric turbulence. Various types of 
deformable mirrors and wavefront sensors 
are in stages of research, development, and 
testing by different research groups. The 
best known type of wavefront sensor today 
is probably the Hartmann-Shack; it mea- 
sures the tilt of elements of the wavefront as 
imaged on the primary. 

Waldrop reports on an innovative wave- 
front sensor proposed by F. Roddier and C. 
Roddier (2) .  It responds to the curvature of 
wavefront elements. Unfortunately, Wal- 
drop's account leaves the strong but incor- 
rect impression that F. Roddier's instrument 
does not rely on reference stars. In fact, any 
adaptive telescopic system requires a refer- 
ence star, whether it is the object of investi- 
gation, or a nearby star, or perhaps one or 
more artificial sodium stars generated by a 
focused laser beam high in the earth's atmo- 

s~here. The use of such sodium stars in the 
mesosphere, at an altitude of about 92 
kilometers was proposed by Foy and Labey- 
rie (3) and by Gardner, Thompson, and 
Welsh (4). 

The Roddier wavefront analyzer, when 
further developed, may indeed turn out to 
be simpler than the Hartmann-Shack. It may 
also be well suited for driving a membrane- 
type deformable mirror. No quantitative 
&&ate of the anticipated gain in sensitivity 
seems to be available, but I know of no 
reason why a very large gain should be 
expected. In any event, it is to be hoped that 
development work on the Roddier wave- 
front sensor will be speeded so that it can be 
tested soon. 
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Science Curriculum Reform 

Marcia Barinaga's article "Bottom-up rev- 
olution in science teaching" (News & Com- 
ment, 31 Aug., p. 978) distorts the nature of 
the Scope, Sequence and Coordination 
(SC&C) project. This project is not simply 
copying what is done in the Soviet Union. 
The statement in the title that the program 
"relies on Soviet principles," referring to my 
supposed "Soviet epiphany," and equating 
our project with "Mao's Little Red Book" 
mvialize what has become the most impor- 
tant reform in science education since Sput- 
nik. And why the excessive references to 
Communist countries? We discussed 
France, England, and Japan just as much. 
Such references convey a certain negative 
image to some in our society. Thirty-five 
years ago this was called "red-baiting." 

The portrayal of Tom Sachse's California 
project as somehow being in conflict with 
the national effort has done all of us a 
d i s se~ce .  At no time did I suggest that we 
needed "control from the top." All of our 
project centers have teachers central to the 
development and mal process. My concern 
was that resources in California might not 
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