
Fuels Corporation. The corporation also 
partially funded similar IGCC technology- 
the Dow Syngas Project, which is in opera- 
tion at Plaquemine, Lousiana. 

FRANK N. MCELROY, JR. 
Ofice ofsynthetic Fuels Pvojects, 

1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, N W ,  
Washington, DC 20220 

Postdocs at Stanford 

Recently, a letter from three postdoctoral 
fellows at the Stanford University School of 
Medicine, Clint Makino, Jeffrey Karpen, 
and Markus Meister (8 June, p. 1176) criti- 
zied the Stanford University School of Med- 
icine's policy of classifying postdoctoral fel- 
lows as students. I shall not comment on the 
wisdom of federal policies that tax tuition 
grants, but I sympathize with the fellows' 
frustration and concern upon learning that 
routine waivers of tuition are now to be 
treated as taxable income. 

Stanford University's decision 15 years 
ago to classify postdoctoral fellows as stu- 
dents, rather than employees, was made 
after thoughtful deliberation and was in- 

tended to ensure equitable and fair treat- 
ment of fellows, who are a valued and 
numerically substantial component of our 
medical center's community of scholars. In 
many medical schools, fellows' status and 
benefits depend totally on their sources of 
stipendiary support; and being neither fac- 
ulty, nor students, nor staff, they represent 
for all practical purposes a largely disenfran- 
chised group of migrant workers. For exam- 
ple, while fellows paid through sponsored 
research grants might enjoyThealth benefits 
comparable to the coverage offered regular 
employees, others with individual fellow- 
ships, whether from American or foreign 
funding sources, most often are "on their 
own" in financing health insurance for 
themselves and their families. Such disparity 
in access to fundamental benefits is, in our 
judgment, inequitable and poses substantial 
potential risk to the affected individuals. 

Stanford's decision was made to treat all 
fellows alike, and I believe they have bene- 
fited from the policy in significant ways. 
There may be some disadvantages to this 
policy, including fellows' disdain for the 
very idea of being designated "students"; 
but on the margin, I believe the benefits 
significantly outweigh the disadvantages and 

they should not be dismissed summarily. 
My colleagues and I are distressed by the 

current situation, and we are actively study- 
ing the options that might be available f i r  
ameliorating the financial burdens on our 
postdoctoral fellows. As we proceed with 
this inquiry, we shall be sure t o  communi- 
cate our findings and our conclusions to the 
involved faculty and fellows. 

DAVID KORN 
Vice President and Dean, 

Stanford Univevsity School of Medicine, 
Stanford, CA 94305-5302 

E m t r r m :  In the Perspective "The human genome and 
other initiatives" by Bernard D. Davis and colleagues (27 
July, p. 342), several sentences and a number were 
incorrectly printed. The first two sentences in the third 
from the last paragraph on page 343 should have read, 
"Although all the goals of the HGP, except for the 
complete sequencing of the human genome, are clearly 
worthwhile, there is concern over its competition with 
other research for h d s  at a time of financial stringency, 
and doubt that its scientific benefits justify its rapid 
expansion and its organization in the pattern of big 
science. The broadness of the dissatisfaction is illustrated 
by the virtual unanimity of the departmental faculty that 
is endorsing this statement." In the next paragraph, the 
second sentence should have read, "However, it is not 
obvious that these activities justify support for the HGP 
at a level equivalent to over 5% of all other biomedical 
research." 

E m t r r m :  The map accompanying the article "Amazon 
biodiversity'' (News & Comment, 15 June, p. 1305) 
should have been credited to Conservation International. 

Frontiers in Basic Sciences That Relate to 
Heart, Lung, and Blood Diseases Symposium: 

Cell-Cell Interactions 
November 28-29,1990 Sponsored by The 
Masur Auditorium National Heart, Lung, and 
National Institutes of Health Blood Institute (NHLBI) and 
Bethesda, Maryland Fondazione Giovanni Lorenzini 

The symposium is the fifteenth in the series of "Frontiers in Basic Sciences 
That Relate to Heart, Lung, and Blood Diseases:' This series is conducted 
by NHLBI to capitalize on and transfer the progress achieved in basic 
science disciplines to clinical research programs. Through the pursuit of new 
knowledge concerning the fundamental aspects of the life processes relating 
to heart, lung, and blood diseases, it is hoped that better approaches to 
disease prevention and control will be discovered. At this symposium, 
leading researchers and experts in the field will present their views on the 
state of the science, the problems facing current understanding, and 
anticipated future developments in the research of cell-cell interactions. 

The symposium will be cochaired by Dr. K. Frank Austen of Brigham & 
Women's Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts, and Dr. Rodolfo Paoletti of the 
Fondazione Giovanni Lorenzini, Milan, Italy. Presentations will be 
structured around the following topics: leukocyte-endothelial cell adhesion, 
transmigration, immune function and cell activation; generation of lipid 
mediators and/or of cytokines which regulate the function of mature cells 
with proinflammatory capability; interactions of mast cells with connective 
tissue and mucosal elements; and cell-cell interactions in relationship to the 
immune system. Presentations by noted experts will be followed by open 
discusson. 

The speakers are F. Austen, R. Paoletti, R. Cotran, T. Springer, J. Pober, 
J. Harlan, L. Liotta, R. Murphy, S. Feinmark, S. Prescott, R. Soberman, 
E. Tremoli, W. Paul, R. Stevens, W. Owen, J. Nadel, P. Braquet, H. Claman, 
E. Unanue, T. Lee, S. Schlossman, M. Brenner, R. Geha, R. Crystal. 

For further information and registration materials, please contact: 
Ms. Geraldine Wolfle, Office of Program Planning and Evaluation, 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, National Institutes of Health, 
Building 31, Room 5A06, Bethesda, Maryland 20892, 
(301) 496-9899. 
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