
ployment test. 
In a 10 July statement, the 

department proposed that state 
em~lovment services. which eet 

L J " 
most of their funding from the 
federal government, no longer 
be allowed to use the test to rank 
applicants for job referrals. 

Use of the test has come un- 
der attack from several quarters. 
Minority groups say it is unfair, 
while others have opposed the 
method the U.S. Employment 
Service uses to try to get around 
the problem of low minority 
test scores. Called "within 
group scoring," it involves ad- 
justing scores of minority appli- 
cants so they will be competitive 
with whites in job referrals. 
Among those who object are 
handicapped people, who want 
to be included in special score 
adjustments, and the B'nai 
B'rith, which opposes within 
group scoring. 

A National Academy of Sci- 
ences study conducted for the 
employment service and released 
last year (Science, 2 June 1989, 
p. 1036) said the test is valid and 
endorsed the scoring procedure, 
but said more research is needed. 

The Labor Department in- 
tends to conduct a 2-year study 
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E;apor, who says he hopes to civilize ttxe e1cctronic hatier, has bas retraited major nmPrors to EFP: 

proved and to explore alternate 
ways of evaluating a worker's 
potential. 

to see how the test can be ii- I good the losses and maintain the 
Academy's budget of 1.4 billion 
ostmarks until the end of this 
year, but will not commit itself 

brilliant scientist and best-sell- 

I further. 
I Berlin, with 35 of the 

East German 
Academy in Peril 

Academy's 65 institutes, has the 
biggest problem. "There is a real 
risk that, in the face ofuncertain- 

While most Germans-East I ties, the best institutes and re- 
and West-are jubilant about I searchteamswilldisintegrateand 
reunification, there is trepidation 
among the 25,000-member staff 
of the East German Academy of 

migrate," says West ~ e r l i n ' s  
senator for science and research, 
Barbara Riedmiiller. T o  safe- 

Sciences, whose financial su&val I guard the city's international sci- 
is threatened. The reunification I entific role, she has proposed a 
agreement signed last month 
makes no mention of science or 
research, and although scientists 
at the Academy will now receive 
their salaries in deutsche marks, 

. . 
2-year moratorium on budget 
cutbacks to give the institutes 
time to restruaure. She has also 
called for peer review to see 
which institutes and researchers 

nobody knows how long the I meet the high standards needed 
payments can be maintained. to survive. 

Many of the industrial com- But there are severe financial 
bines i f  the East, themselves 
struggling for survival, have can- 
celed their R&D contracts with 
the Academy. The East German 
government has said it will make 
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obstacles to the plan. Neither 
the East German government 
nor the future city-state of Ber- 
lin is likely to be able to afford the 
DM 3 billion ($1.8 billion) that 

each year of grace will cost. 
Riedmuller is looking to Bonn 
to pick up the tab, but West 
German officials have not yet 
commented on her proposal. 
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Stephen Hawking 

Hawking Appeals for 
Handicapped 

Stephen Hawlung, the theo- 
retlcal physlc~st whose severe 
physical handicaps have not pre- 
vented him from becoming a 

ing author, is helping open the 
door for other handicapped 
scholars. He  is the chief patron 
of a fund-raising drive to build a 
hostel for disabled students at 
Cambridge University. 

Speaking at the launch of 
the campaign, Hawking said 
he himself had to wait years 
for a wheelchair ramp to be in- 
stalled at his depa&ent-not 
much to ask to help one of the 
finest minds in the world into 
the building. The department 
would do no more, it said, be- 
cause there was no demand. 
"This is a self-fulfilling proph- 
ecy," said Hawking through-his 
voice synthesizer. "If they 
don't provide facilities for the 
disabled, there won't be any 
disabled for whom they have 
to provide facilities." 

The campaign hopes to raise 
£615,000 ($1.05 million) to 
convert a disused hospital into 
residential and medical care fa- 
cilities for handicappedstudents. 
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