
More fundamentally, the Oregon a p  
proach is inferior to the British method of 
rationing in at feast two ways. Oregon is 
trying to determine which procedures will 
be available and which will be entirely de- 
nied. This approach will permit low priority 
uses of some approved procedures, while 
excluding some high benefit uses of disap 
proved categories of care. Furthermore, the 
Oregon scheme would apply only to Medic- 
aid recipients but not to the rest of the 
population. The British method of ration- 
ing, in contrast, is based on budget limits 
covering essentially all medical care. This 
method pennits officials to set budgets to 
maximhe the value of health services. Fur- 
thermore, the British seem to think that if 
rationing is necessary it should apply to 
services not just for the poor but for every- 
one. That is our point too. 
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Competition Excbicm Principle 

In his News & Comment article "Paban- 
thropology gets physical" (16 Feb., p. 798), 
Eliot Marshall mentions the belief of some 
physical anthropologists that Neandertals 
and anatomically modem humans couldn't 
have coexisted because "classic evolutionary 
biology rules out the notion that two types 
could share such a small territory." This 
competitive exclusion principle (CEP) 
gained attention among paltoanhpolo- 
gists when it was invoked to argue that 
robust and gracile australopithocines must 
have belonged to a single polymorphic spe- 
cies (1). The logic used was that the human 
niche is culture (especially material culture- 
tools); since culture is so flexible, niche 
breadth is great, and no two culture-bearing 
species can coexist. 

Similar unspecialized primates can caexist 
despite significant diemry and habitat over- 

lap (2) and may even form regular polyspe- 
cifiic associations (3), so the crux of the 
problem is clearly how culture and the CEP 
interact. The answer to this is becoming 
apparent with each newly discovered ~oss;~; 
multiple horninid taxa at Koobi Fora (4) and 
the possibility that Homo habilb actually rep  

at l&t two species (5) together 
indicate that material d t u r e  per se was not 
a commahbg factor, at geological if not 
ecological scales of resolution, during our 
early days. 

As for the more elaborated (material) 
cultures of N e a n d d  and early modem 
humans, the CEP provides paleoanhpo- 
logists with a handy null hypothesis; but 
let's not fbrget what null hypotheses are for. 
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V d a b i i  and Management of 
Large Marine eEcosystems 
Edited by Dr. Kenneth Sherman, Director, 
Narragansett Laboratory, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, and 
Dr. Lewis M. Alexander, Director, Center for 
Ocean Management Studies, Unioersity of 
Rhode lsland 

Large marine ecosystems (W) are being subjected to in- 
creasing stress from industrial and urban wastes, aerosol con- 
taminants, and heavy exploitation of renewable resources. This 
book is a state-of-the-art review of effective means for measur- 
ing changes in populations and productivity, physical-chemical 
environments, and management options for LMG. For the first 
time, this volume treats LMEs hdically as regional manage- 
ment units by bringing together the all too often fragmented 
efforts to optimize ocean resources. 319 pp., 1986. 

$31.85; A M 5  members $25.50 (include 
membership number from Science). 
Order fnrm: Weshriew Press, Dept. MAS, 5500 Central 
Avenue, Boulder, CO 80301 
Add $2250 postage and handling for the first book 
ordered; 75C for each additional book. 
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