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Pure &
Simple

They say that variety is
the spice of life. But the
variety of life insurance
products in the marketplace

- today poses a bewildering

prospect—even for the
most educated customer.
Which is why it’s refresh-
ing to know that there’s
still a kind of life insurance
whose appeal lays in its
simplicity.

Not only is AAAS Term
Life the purest kind of life
insurance available, it is
also the least expensive.
And now that Group Rates
have been cut another 15%
effective 4/1/88 (they were
also cut 10% last October),
AAAS Term Life is an even
better bargain.

If you’re interested in
applying for coverage from
$15,000 up to $240,000,
and wish to request gener-
ous protection for your
family, too, the next step is
simple.

Contact the Administra-
tor, AAAS Group Insurance
Program, 1255 23rd Street,
N.W., Suite 300, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20037, or call
toll-free (800) 424-9883 (in
Washington, D.C. call 296-
8030). They will be pleased
to answer any questions
you may have about this
valuable member benefit.

the new ITS-90 temperature scale (Research
News, 23 Mar., p. 1411), Robert Pool
correctly lists the triple point of water as
273.16 K, but incorrectly as 0°C. The triple
point is defined by the mutual thermody-
namic equilibrium between pure water va-
por, liquid water, and ice. The ice point of
water, saturated with air at one standard
atmosphere and in equilibrium with ice, is a
thermodynamically distinct point and de-
fined 0°C on the Celsius scale of tempera-
ture; but this is no longer used as a fixed
point. The triple point defines 0.01°C (and
part of the Celsius scale of temperature) and
is consistent with the older, obsolete defini-
tion based on the ice point.

Pool’s statement about what “any cook
knows” is reminiscent of Aristotle’s “knowl-
edge” that women had fewer teeth than
men, although he never looked inside the
mouth of a healthy woman. Many authors’
wives or husbands will readily share the
knowledge that water boils at a lower tem-

ture when air pressure is lower—95°C
(203°F) will start the pot bubbling in Den-
ver, but not in Honolulu. I invite the reader
to consider at what temperature water
would boil when exposed to the near-perfect
vacuum (zero pressure) of outer space; its
boiling point is not very high.
Davip R. SMITH
National Institute of Standards and Technology,
325 Broadway,
Boulder, CO 80303-3328

Response: My thanks to the many readers
who have written or called to let me know
that my foray into the kitchen left me with
egg on my face. Ive tried to use this blooper
to convince my editor that I need a research
trip to the mountains, preferably during ski
season, but so far he’s not biting.

—RoBERT PooL

Ematum: In Marcia “Loma Prieta:
Saved a short, Banl'no“:ks:(ls Dec., p. 1390), the

or the figure at thc bottom of 1390 should
havc indicated the map was from the work
of S. E. H etal. at Columbn niversity’s Lamont-
Doherty Geo Observatory. In that map, the top
part of the Imc the Nimitz Freeway from
point A to should not have been drawn to the
right of the undarybctwecndlemudandthealluwum

Ematum: In the Research News article by Robert Pool,
“Heart like a wheel” (16 Mar., p. 1294), the Purkm)c
fibers were incorrectly ldcnuﬁedasasystcmo nerves.
They are instead modified heart muscle cells that are

specialized for high-speed conduction.

Enatum: In the Table of Contents for 30 March 1990
p 1524), the letter by H. L. Robinson and M. Soma-
, “Correction: Copy numbers of HIV-1 RNA,”

was madvcnmdy omitted.

Ematum: In the Author Index to volume 247, January—
March 1990, the entry for “Spencer, Roy W. and
Chnsty Iohn R.” was incorrect. It should have md,
“Precisc monitoring of global temperature trends from
satellites. p1558 30 Mar 1990.”
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