
has not accepted any special role with re- 
spect to industry. 

Council members serve voluntarily, as do 
the approximately 500 additional profes- 
sionals who serve on its committees. All of 
these persons regard highly their responsi- 
bility to serve in the public interest. 

WARREN K. SINCLAIR 
National Council on Radiation 

Protection and Measuvements, 
7910 Woodmont Avenue, Suite 800, 

Betlzesda, M D  2081 4-3095 

RU 486 Development 

To the well-written article by Jeremy 
Cherfas entitled "Dispute surfaces over pa- 
ternity of RU 486" (News & Comment, 24 
Nov., p. 994), we would like to add the 
following, and as far as we are concerned, 
final comments. 

A number of confused allegations cited in 
the article could tend to accredit the idea 
that RU 486 is the result of a blind screen- 
ing. We want to state kindly but firmly that 
the discovery of the properties of RU 486 
and the related class of compounds is the 
logical result of a classical research approach, 
familiar to anyone well acquainted with 

drug design. This is quite different from any 
"stumbling," although some of the results 
had not been clearly expected, which is 
indeed the hallmark of true research. The 
approach followed by the Roussel research- 
er; can easilv be traced back from the evi- 
dence of laboratory records, research re- 
ports, scientific papers, and finally patents 
(see, for instance, EP 0 057 115). Up to 
now, the Roussel research team has not been 
aware of playing anybody's score in this 
matter, nor of the existence of any "compos- 
er and conductor." 

We feel it most unfortunate to have had to 
enter into this argument, but we resented 
the recent, and for the first time clearly 
stated, claims about the design of RU 486 
(News & Comment, 22 Sept., p. 1323) as 
an issue concerning the dignity of all the 
scientists and technicians once involved in 
the project and, as a matter of fact, the 
dignity of the whole of Roussel's research. 

This being said, we consider that any 
hrther argument on our part would be 
superfluous and that it is not worth making 
a personal grievance of anything whatso- 
ever, especially not questions of scientific 
credit. Everyone will agree that the practice 
of science, as well as the reports made of it, 
should tend toward the greatest possible 

objectivity and rely on factual evidence. And 
this is, in this instance, our only motivation. 

DANIEL PHILIBERT 
GEORGES TEUTSCH 

Department of Endocrinology, 
Roussel U C L A F ,  93230 Romainville, France 

Waste Site Cleanup 

Philip H. Abelson is correct in describing 
the Environmental Protection Agency's 
(EPA's) Superfund track record as poor 
(Editorial, 1 Dec., p. 1097), but his call for 
the Department of Energy (DOE) to lead 
the federal government's effort to clean up 
the nation's abandoned or inactive hazard- 
ous waste sites is a bit like suggesting that 
Pandora knows best how to close the box. If 
cost of decontamination is any measure of 
the mess created, there is ample evidence 
that DOE and its contractors know how to 
pollute. The price tag for tidying up at 
DOE'S 3700 sites is estimated to be $130 
billion. There is little evidence, other than 
the DOE report (1) to which Abelson makes 
reference, however, that the department has 
the capacity or the will to clean up. 

DOE has a spotty record regarding envi- 
ronmental compliance and no demonstrated 

S&S unleashes the first nvlon membrane 
Our new Nytran" nylon membrane sniffs out and detects 

low concentrations and LMW macromolecules better than any 
other nylon membrane. 

It's so much more sensitive, in fact, it can lead you to Sam- 
ple DNA concentrations as low as 60 picograms per dot. That's 
10 times more sensitive than other nylons tested (see figure). 

It's also more tenacious. New Nytran nylon's higher binding 
lets you see fragments from oligomers to megabases - allowing 

J 
you to detect rare sequences and low copy number genes. 

What's more, it's trained to be quiet. Its lower background 
noise means targets in extremely low concentration can be 
detected. 

One reason for such sensitivity is the Nytran membrane's 
smoother surface. Plus, like the membrane it succeeds, new 
Nytran nylon is compatible with a range of transfer techniques, 
such as alkaline transfers, electrotransfers, and UV-crosslinking. 



ability to perform environmental restora- 
tion. DOE Secretary James D. Watkins' 
clear personal commitment to change the 
historic attitudes within DOE and reduce its 
long-standing resistance to environmental 
regulation still appears to be only that-a 
personal commitment. There is no legisla- 
tion yet in place to drive DOE when Wat- 
kins' tenure is over. 

The report to which Abelson refers is a 
welcome step toward dealing with the de- 
pamnent's massive problems. But DOE has 
a long road to travel before it can prove itself 
capable of responsible remediation. In the 
past when answerable to no one, it was 
unable to protect either the environment or 
the health of its workers. To suggest that 
this polluter now controls not only its own 
remediation program but also that of others 
is to ignore years of empirical evidence and 
to accept one government report. 

DANIEL F. LUECKE 
MELINDA KASSEN 

Environmental Defense Fund, 
1405 Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder, CO 80302 
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Nanospnere a~zeStandarusare~alibrated in billionthsof amettl lllclllu- 

meters) and are available in 22 sizes from 21 to 900nm-all traceable 
to the National Bureau of Standards. Nanospheres are part of our com- 
plete line of spherical particles from 0.02 to 2000 micrometers in 
diameter. They are used as standards for instrument calibration, quality 
control, filter checking, and in numerousbiotechnology applications. At 
Duke Scientific-established in 1971-we have the expertise and re- 
sources to meet any of your requirements for microspheres and 
~articles. Call us today for information. 

** --::m Duke Scientific . . me Corporation . . *. 
1135D San Antonio Road, Palo Alto, CA 94303, Toll Free 
(800) 334-3883, in CA (415) 962-1100, Fax (415) 962-0718 
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Take the new 

Nytran membrane 
on a field trial. Call 
1-800-245-4024, 
or write to Schleicher 
& Schuell, Keene, 
NH 03431 for a free 
sample. 

0 

We bet you'll agree that it's the best nylon membrane you've 
ever used. Paws down. 

-- Schleicher s( Schuell - 
Talk To Us. 




