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journals in the physical and nat- 
ural sciences, but also some in 
sociology, anthropology, polit- 
ical science, and history. I JOUm's I Recipient institutions are 

Abdus Salam, Nobel laureate in identifik through in-country 
physics, says he left Pakistan in needs inventories, supplement- 
1954 because no library there ed by advice fiom donor societ- 
had received any scientific jour- ies and experts on research con- 
nals since World War 11. This is ditions in Africa. One physicist 
a common story in many devel- 
oping countria. 

AAAS is trying to meet the 
needs of scholars in sub-Saha- 
ran Africa by providing them 
with at least some journals. The 

Agency prozdes some shipping 
assistance, as does the U.N. 
Centre for Science and Tech- 
nology for Development. 

The program has grown 
enormously. At the outset, 
AAAS and five other societies 
donated subscriptions to 25 in- 
dividual journals. Today 89 
learned societies supply almost 
200 journal titles to 150 librar- 
ies in 35 countries. Researchers 
now have access not only to 
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journals they receive. Subscrip- 
tions will increase 10 percent 
annually until they reach 50 
percent of the cost to a U.S. 
member. The funds, paid in 
local m c y ,  will finance 
scholarly activities in these 
countries, to be determined by 
advisory committees in Africa 
and the United States. 

Next steps indude e d a r g q  
the number of participating or- 
ganizations, increasing the 
number of subscriptions, exam- 
ining the use of new technolo- 
gies like CD-ROM, establish- 
ing criteria for evaluating the 
program's ~~~~~~d 
mlung a hard look at sustaining 
the flow of joumals beyond the 
life of foundation grants. 
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Sub-Saharan African scientists 
and engineers are dispersed 
throughout the continent, a 
separation that is exacerbated 
by undependable telephones, a 
slow, unreliable postal system, 
vast distances, and expensive air 
fares. So AAAS, in partnership 
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