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W e  won the case, but we real- 
ized there were legitimate con- 
cerns about releasing genetically 
engineered organisms," says 
Chakrabarty, now of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois. "But here it's 9 
years later and we are nowhere." 

Nor is Chakrabarty's "bug" 
going anywhere. "In 1981 we 
made it clear we had no plans to 
develop this thing further," says 
GE spokesman Peter Van Avery. 
'The business of fighting oil 
spills is beyond GE's scope." 

Van Avery notes that the 
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more likely than older people, 
to underreport their income. 
But no one's sure just why. 

Not all noncompliance is 
in the taxpayer's favor. Of those 
who incorrectly report their in- 
come, about 12% overreport. 
About one-third of taxpayers 
don't claim all the subtractions 
they're entitled to. 

Noncompliance typically 
involves fairly small amounts, 
almost always less than $1000. 

Noncompliers say they 
find the tax regulations and 
f o m  too confusing (sur- 
prise!). 

The report acknowledges that 
much of the research to date is 
less than compelling because tax 
studies are hard to design and 
often rely on self-reporting. Fu- 
ture studies should have more 
rigorous design, the panel says. 
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Petrogen president Paul Pre- 
tegar says the product is still in 
the market development phase, 
although the firm is talking 
with Exxon and others involved 
in the cleanup about possible 
applications. Since the product 
is not genetically engineered, it 
would face fewer of the regula- 
tory obstacles that slow the in- 
troduction of genetically ma- 
nipulated products. 

"I am sitting here in acade- 
mia, and it's very frustrating 
knowing that there is some- 
thing we can do about this ter- 
rible pollution, and that noth- 
ing's being done," Chakrabarty 

Paying Your Dues 
If you recently filed your in- 

come tax returns, and accurate- 
ly and honestly reported your 
111 income, you're in the ma- 
jority-but just barely. About 
half o f  all taxpayers Aderstate 
their income, through errors, 
ignorance, or cheating. The In- 
ternal Revenue Service esti- 
mates that for 1986, the tax gap 
was some $70 billion, or about 
40% of the federal deficit. 

The National Research Coun- 

company explored licensing the 
bug or getting the U.S. Coast 
Guard to take over develop- 
ment, but found no takers. 

Meanwhile, Chakrabarty has 
also developed a chemical from 
naturally &curring microbial 
mutations that has been proved 
effxtive in dispersing oil. Pe- 
trogen, Inc., an Arlington 
Heights, Illinois, firm, has the 
exclusive license to the product, 
but it, too, has no plans to 

cil recently issued a two-volume 
report, 'Taxpayer Compliance," 
that summarizes a wealth of 
studies in the field. Some of the 
findings: 

Men are more likely than 

says. 
He is even less sanguine 

about the h r e  of his bug. 
"Five years ago people would 
ask me when would I have a 
commercial application for my 
bug. I used to say, 'in a couple market it anytime soon. women, and younger -people 
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