
about patent rights if other groups learned 
of the results and reproduced them. 

On approximately 21 March, the Univer- 
sity of Utah decided to announce the fusion 
results in a press conference 2 days later. The 
university administration "agonizedn over 
the decision, Brophy said, but they could 
wait no longer. "We decided to stop at the 
point where they could demonstrate fusion 
without explaining it," Brophy said. 

Jones was not informed of the decision, 
although he spoke with Pons over the tele- 
phone 2 days before the planned news con- 
ference. When Jones heard Pons say at the 
press conference that his team had already 
submitted a paper to a journal, he decided 
that Pons had broken their agreement, and 
he submitted his paper to Nature. 

At the University of Utah, the fact that 
Jones contacted Pons h e r  seeing his grant 
application has generated widespread ru- 
mors and innuendos that Jones was attempt- 
ing to steal some of the credit for Pons and 
Fleischmann's work. In addition to the un- 
easy relationship between the two schools, 
some of those suspicions may have come 
from Pons himself, who has hinted, a couple 
of observers said, that Jones had stolen ideas 
from his grant application. 

But nonpartisan observers who are famil- 
iar with the situation say Jones almost cer- 
tainly came up with the ideas for his work 
independently of and prior to seeing the 
University of Utah grant proposal. For his 
own part, Jones said he can prove the work 
in his paper came completely out of his own 
lab. "Our log books prove we have been 
studying this since 1986." In fact, Jones 
said, he had a page from his notebook dated 
7 April 1986 notarkd. That notarized page 
contains an outline of experiments his team 
planned to run, including explicit reference 
to looking for cold fusion in palladium 
electrodes, he said. A drawing done in May 
1986 of a h i o n  cell looks very similar to 
what Pons and Fleischmann eventually used, 
he said, although that is not too surprising 
because "there are only so many ways [to 
design it] once you get the idea of doing 
electrolysis." None of his team's work was 
done because he saw Pons and Fleisch- 
mann's grant application. "I've stuck to my 
reviewer's agreement," he said. 'We had our 
program outline and we've followed it." 

Meanwhile, Utah governor Norm Ban- 
gerter has announced he will call a special 
session of the state legislature to provide $5 
million for a fusion center at the University 
of Utah, and former NASA head James 
Fletcher has accepted the position of direc- 
tor. If the discovery pans out, said Bockris of 
Texas A&M, "the University of Utah will be 
the richest university in the country in 5 
years." ROBERT POOL 
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