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with (and training in) such scientific deci- 
sion-making modes, we would begin to 
have a population of young people who 
understood science and who knew why they 
should believe in scientific findings as con- 
trasted with so much of the pseudoscience 
that appears in the popular media. Of 
course, this would require that their teachers 
also understand scientific decision-making 
methods. 

A population so trained would be far 
more supportive than the public is today of 
science in all of its manifestations; they 
would also be much better able to function 
in a democratic society. 

THOMAS MOORMAN 
1850 Folsom Street, Bouldev, C O  80302 

The Chevron Doctrine 

Daniel E. Koshland, Jr. (Editorial, 3 
Feb., p. 585), argues that laws that are 
deliberately worded vaguelj~ should be inter- 
preted so as to give the authorities who 
administer them a certain amount of discre- 
tion. Readers may be interested to learn that 
federal courts already employ such a "back- 
ground rule" when interpreting laws that 
delegate particular tasks to executive agen- 
cies. Under the so-called Chevron doctrine 
(I) ,  unless an agency's interpretation is con- 
trary to the clear intent of Congress, review- 
ing courts will generally defer & an agency's 
interpretation as long as it is reasonable. 
This reasonableness standard permits agen- 
cies to administer "blank check" laws with 
some room for judgment. Thus, to the 
extent that Congress enacts such laws with 
this "background rule" in mind, Koshland's 
laudable proposal has in effect already been 
implemented. 

IVAN K. FONG 
Chambers ofjudge Abnev J .  Mikva, 

U.S. Court of Appealsfor the D.C.  Circuit, 
Washington, DC 20001 
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Tlx rising costs of' dclivcrinp Sc~rt~tc to 
rcadm outsrdc the Ihitcd Statcs require that 
prices for tlicse copies uicrcasc. Bcgitlning I 
April, non-U.S. mcmkr  price5 will hc 51 21  
(U.S. hinds 0111y1 and lihran subscriptioli~ 
will bc S166 (L'.S. funds onl!.). 

For only 539 adciitional, it is now pscihlc 
to gct airlift xn icc  for Sc t r t t c c . .  l'his will n ~ c m  
an average dclivcn tillic of only nvo tvccb as 
against six t o  ten wccb for normal dclivcn. 
You can kccp up-to-date with ,111 thc latat 
dcvclopnrc~its ancl rc.warch h r  just an rdd~ .  
tional 539 pcr year. 

\\'c hope that !.ou \\.ill take .~dvantagc of 
this n m  oppnr in iy  to improve our xn icc  
to you. 

SCIENCE, VOL. 244 
Circle No. 226 on Readers' Service Card 




