
ommend that libraries buy it and that every- so micromammalian taxa, showing the gen- The book is well produced, easy to read, 
bodv working in the field have a look at.it e r d v  northern shift of the areas of svm~atrv and well minted and bound. with an index " 
and read some of the chapters. As evidenced 
by this book, optimal foraging is emerging 
from a troubled adolescence into an uncer- 
tain future. I s h d  guess that its future will 
be shaped, at least in part, by the ideas on 
learning and memory-and possibly on 
game theory-presented in this volume. 

NILS CHR. STENSETH 
D i v k h  of Zoology, 

University of Oslo, 
P.O. Bar 1050, BlinAem, 

N-0316 Oslo 3, N m y  

2 1 ,  

from Pleistocene-Holocene boundary times 
to today or the separation of the now- 
western montane from the now-eastem 
woodlands taxa as the plains became drier as 
the Holocene progressed. Other papers give 
similar treatments but not as broadly, often 
because they treat smaller geographic areas. 
Maps showing the areas of present-day fau- 
nal sympatry for an extinct local faunule are 
numerous and illustrate well the points 
made by the authors. 

of all loc~ities. Most of the'figures are line 
diagrams; the few half-tones are clear but 
not strongly printed. 

This is not a work that may be read at a 
sitting but one to be consulted or dipped 
into. It brings together many scattered rec- 
ords and places them in environmental and 
faunal perspectives. It is thus a "Handbuch" 
or compendium that summarizes much of 
the present knowledge of Holocene faunas 
and environments for the central plains of 
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North America. I consider it an important 
source and tool for any zooarcheologist, 
faunal analyst, Quaternary paleoclimatolo- 
gist, or micromammalian paleontologist in- 
terested in the geographic area it covers. 

C. S. CHURCHER 
Department of Zoolo~y, 

University of Tmnto, 
Ontario, Canada M5S Ul 
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omometer(vP0)employs the mart uptodate t- it has many 

other advantages ovw the freezing point depression method: 

The VPO does not require alteration of the physical 
state of the specimen- freezing point depression does. 

W The VPO can be calibrated to accept sample volumes as 
small as 2 microliters. 
The VPO accepts any biological sample, including all 
body fluids and complex specimens such as tissue 
samples. 
The VPO avoids measurement artifacts that arise in 
the freezing point method due to elevated viscosity, 
particulate matter, inhomogeneities, and other physical 
characteristics of the sample. 
The VPO offers superior reliability because it is basically 
an electronic rather than a mechanical instrument. 

If your work concerns studies of 
fluid and electrolyte balance in any 
form of life, it will pay to investi- 
gate the vapor pressure osmo- 
meter. We think you'll agree with 
those who already use the VPO- 
and prefer it. 
Contact Wescor, Inc., 459 South 
Main Street, Logan, UT 84321 USA. 
(801) 752-6011 or (800) 453-2725. 
Telex 4930393 WESC UI 

Innovative instrumentation since 1970. 
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