
many of which Ramenatsky discusses. 
Disease-induced population decline be- 

gan in the 16th century in the Lower Missis- 
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sippi Valley, a condusion that supports 
Henry Dobynsys controversial work on Flor- 
ida Indians (Thcir Number Bccornc Thinned, 
University of Tennessee Press, 1983). This 
process was initiated in the 17th century in 
central New York and the Middle Missouri 
Valley, although Ramenofsky believes that 
population decline may have started a centu- 
ry earlier. This possibility could not be 
evaluated with available data. In anv event. 

Always in historical archeology there is 
the question 'What do we know from the 
excavation that we did not know bdbre, 
that we also 6nd interesting?" The excava- 
tion at the Walnut Street Prison Workshop 
not only provides answers but demonstrates 
the methods of detailed analvsis that are 

the earliest historical censuses record great$ 
diminished populations. Ramenofsky esti- 
mates the North American precontact popu- 
lation as over 12 million, although the calcu- 
lation procedure is not described. 

crucial to proper use of historid archalo- 
gY. 

The Walnut Street Prison was erected in 
1775 by the city of Philadelphia, near In&- 
pendence Hall, as a new and model gaol fbr 
reforming, not just incarcerating, prisoners. 
The building was designed by Robert 
Smith, a leading architect, was used by the 
British during their occupation of Philadel- 

Th& data when combined with those of 
other researchers represent a clear argument 
for demographic and cultural collapse far in 
advance of the Colonial-era ~enetration of 
the continent. Rarnenofsky f'm on the 
spread of new pathogens through virgin-soil 
populations, resulting in high mortality and 
an eventual amalgamation of formerly sepa- 
rate groups. Protohistoric demographic col- 
lapse, however, was undoubtedly a more 

phia as a place to let American prisoners of 
war die, became the prison it was intended 
to be after Independence, and was wom out 
and tom down by 1835. Pictures and plans 
survive, so the appearance of the building as 
a conventional colonial public structure is 

c6rnplex process than is outlined in her 
book, which despite a claim to the contrary 
is not the first application of epidemiologi- 
cal models to postcontact North America. 
Additional attention should be directed to- 
ward the synergism between nutrition and ' 
infection, the nature of social and natural 

available. The interior of the prison and 
the 1790s workshop associated with it make 
most of the internal arrangements clear. The 

Part of the excavation of the Walnut Street Prison 
Workshop. [From The Walnut Street %on 
W~hOPl 

barriers that would have interfered with the Philadelphia Athenaeum was built on the 
prison location around 1845, and its garden 
sits over part of the prison workshop and 
thus has preserved the only archeological 
record of the prison. 

The idea of reform behind the prison 
design was associated with Quaker philoso- 
phy as well as with early American social 
philosophy. Prisoners were to help eam 
their keep by leaming and practicing a 
trade-nail-making and stone-sawing and 
polishing, for instance-which netted them 
some income and taught them a skill useful 
after their tenn. The Walnut Street Prison is 
compared briefly with the Public Hospital 
for the mentally ill built at the same time in 
Williamsburg, which looked rather like it on 
the outside. The hospital's philosophy, im- 
plemented a little later and derived partly 
from practices in Philadelphia, involved the 
use of music, games, and dance to ease 
insanity. Both asylums were a product of the 
Enlightenment. But how do we know what 
went on in the Philadelphia prison? The 
authors cite a small amount of textual evi- 
dence, but not really enough to hear from 
the prisoners themselves, if that were even 
possible. They cite the low rate of recidivism 
recorded in the prison's official records. 

spread of diseases, particularly acute crowd 
infections, as well as the short- and long- 
term consequences of high-mortality dis- 
eases on societies that differed in organiza- 
tional complexity, population distribution, 
subsiience security, and intergroup rela- 
tions. In addition, the impact of indigenous 
diseases, specitically tuberculosis and one of 
the treponematoses, cannot be dismissed 
easily given their debilitating effect on 
stressed populations, such as those repeated- 
ly subjected to a suite of newly introduced 
pathogens and experiencing pervasive social 
disintegration. 

Rarnenofsky succeeds in calling attention 
to the quite early and catastrophic loss of 
human life following European discovery of 
the Americas. More sophisticated epidemio- 
logical and cultural models, finer chronolog- 
ical controls, rigorously collected and ana- 
lyzed archeological data, and a greater sensi- 
tivity to the subtleties of regional prehistoric 
sequences are needed to address adequately 
the issues raised in this book. 

GEORGE R. MILNER 
Dcpamnmt of Anthpology, 

Pmmylvania State Univmity, 
U n h i t y  Park, PA 16802 

Plan and elevation of the Walnut Street Prison. 
[From The Walnut Street %on Wmbrhop] 
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Then they demonstrate that archeologically 
the workshops are much closer to domestic 
environments than to any other form known 
archeologically, including anything military 
or from a deprived environment. They dis- 
cover this by comparing the artifact assem- 
blage, whose limitations are fully described, 
with Stanley South's artifact patterns. The 
ratio of plates, glass, bottles, bricks, bones, 
nails, and kitchenware is virtually identical 
to that expected from a house site. Inferred 
from this pattern is a routine of domestic 
living analogous to that found not in a 
military fort with its strict discipline or on a 
frontier with its deprivation but in a setting 
with rules analogous to, though not identi- 
cal with, those of the home. The careful 
comparison of artifact patterns thus shows 
that at the level of reality as lived-not 

philosophized-the workshop was the envi- 
ronment for resocialization that many new 
American institutions were intended to be. 

The post-Revolutionary era was one of 
much confusion and instability in the insti- 
tutions of the new United States, as is 
apparent in "After the Revolution, 1790- 
1830," a well-researched and now much- 
celebrated exhibit at the National Museum 
of American History. We can see, however, 
from the Prison Workshop that some social 
experiments worked, and why. We can see 
that this is dramatically different from what 
we believe to be the effect of our prisons 
now. 

MARK P. LEONE 
Department of Anthropology, 

University OfMayland, 
Collge Park, MD 20742 
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