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Members Help
Museums Fulfill

Mission

ORE and more science
museums are stress-
ing their teaching

missions. Robert L. White, di-
rector of the Exploratorium,
pointed out in the Exploratorium
Quarterly that “. . . museums are
coming to regard themselves as
teaching institutions and to
judge themselves accordingly.
...our educational system is
doing an unacceptable job of
motivating youth to become
competent or literate in science
and engineering and museums
can provide an attractive way to
make science interesting and
comprehensible.”

AAAS members can partici-
pate in informal museum-based
education. You can join your
colleagues in the Association’s
Science and Technology Centers
Project, which encourages
AAAS members to volunteer
their energies and expertise to
benefit public understanding of
science and technology. AAAS
volunteer programs will begin at
four new museums this year in
Los Angeles, Fort Lauderdale,
West Hartford, and St. Paul.
Members in these areas can ex-
pect a letter from their respec-
tive museums and AAAS an-
nouncing the new programs.

® The California Museum
of Science and Industry is in
the process of expanding its edu-
cation programs. According to
deputy director David Ucko,
AAAS volunteers may work
with students on science fairs,
“career days,” and research pro-
grams, and serve as role models,
particularly for the large black,
Hispanic, and Asian popula-
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tions who reside in the area.
AAAS volunteers also may be
called upon to advise and review
new exhibits and programs at
the museum.

® Fort Lauderdale’s Discov-
ery Center not only serves a
large number of retirees but also
caters to a booming tourist mar-
ket. The Center is now in a rapid
growth stage, emerging from a
small child-oriented museum
into a high-tech museum. AAAS
volunteers may be asked for ad-
vice on developing exhibits for
the new center, they may take
part in a special science speaker
series, or become involved in
programs such as “Turtle Safar-
is” to the beach where partici-
pants witness research by the
Sea Turtle Conservation Pro-
ject. Many outreach programs
involve special constituencies,
such as the “Grandparent &
Me” classes.

® A primary goal of the Sci-
ence Museum of Connecticut
is stimulating young people to
take an interest in, and develop
an understanding of, science,
technology, and nature. Many
of its programs encourage
young people to study science,
engineering, and math. Director
Robert Content noted that the
Connecticut ~ Pre-Engineering
Program (CPEP) would benefit
from AAAS volunteer involve-
ment. Currently, this statewide
program is providing 200
young, mostly minority stu-
dents, with the skills necessary
to major in engineering, math,
and science in college.

8 At the Science Museum of
Minnesota in St. Paul, more

Attendees at the AAAS Annual Meeting in Boston in February saw
the “Structures” exhibit developed by the Franklin Institute Science
Museum. “Structures” was presented at the Meeting courtesy of the
Assocition of Science-Technology Centers and the AAAS Science and

Technolagy Centers Project.

than 27,000 individuals attend-
ed continuing education classes
and activities for children,
adults, and families last year.
One out of every six students in
the state had direct contact with
its programs. Vice president
Sondra Quinn would like to use
AAAS volunteers to expand the
“mentor referral service,” which
helps advise or guide students
on science fair projects; to ex-
pand the visiting scientists in the
schools program; and to
strengthen the “meet the scien-
tist” programs for visitors, as
well as interpretative staff work-
shops. AAAS volunteers also
might be advisers for special
programs and exhibits.

Currently, science centers par-
ticipating in this Association
project, in addition to those
mentioned above, are: Buhl Sci-
ence Center, Pittsburgh; Cran-
brook Institute of Science, De-
troit; Fernbank Science Center,
Atlanta; Franklin Institute Sci-
ence Museum, Philadelphia;
Museum of Science, Boston;
Museum of Science and Indus-
try, Chicago; New York Hall of
Science, Queens; North Caroli-
na Museum of Life and Science,
Durham; Oregon Museum of
Science and Industry, Portland;
and Pacific Science Center, Seat-
tle.

If you live in any of these
areas, why not sign up to be a

AAAS volunteer? Volunteering
at your local science museum
can be an educational experi-
ence, you will be making a con-
tribution to your community
and to the young people who
might become tomorrow’s sci-
entists and engineers, and be-
sides, science museums are fun!
For further information on this
project, contact Patricia S. Cur-
lin, project director, at the
AAAS address or call 202-326-
6600.
Patricia S. CURLIN
Office of Public Sector Programs

Listing of Women
in Science Groups
Gets Update

In 1984, the Office of Oppor-
tunities in Science (OOS) pub-
lished Associations and Commit-
tees of or for Women in Science,
Engineering, Mathematics, and
Medicine. This listing provided
information on contact persons,
membership, publications, and
the current and future activities
of 44 women’s committees and
caucuses affiliated with scientific
societies and of 31 associations
of or for women in science and
engineering. Over the last 4
years nearly 3000 copies have
been distributed.

The OOS is currently updat-
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ing and expanding the directory
and a new edition will be pub-
lished in 1988 with funding
from Carnegie Corporation of
New York. Any AAAS member
who is interested in receiving a
copy should send his or her
name and address to Brenda
Files, AAAS Office of Opportu-
nities in Science.

In future editions of the direc-
tory, the OOS hopes to include
a listing of women’s groups in
industry, science, engineering,
and technology. With assistance
from the Math/Science Net-
work, the OOS is attempting to
identify women’s groups in in-
dustries in all fields of science
and engineering. Anyone who
can provide such information is
encouraged to contact Marsha
Matyas in the Office of Oppor-
tunities in Science at AAAS, or
call 202-326-6676.

1988 Science
Education
Directory
Available

The 1988 edition of the
AAAS Science Education Directo-
7y contains many new features,
some 1600 entries, and four in-
dices. As in previous editions,
the Directory lists key persons in
the nation who are responsible
for science, mathematics, and
technology education. The Di-
rectory lists the addresses and
telephone numbers of principal
executives, directors, adminis-
trators, and policy-makers who

are leaders in associations, scien-
tific academies, museums, edu-
cational research centers, con-
gressional committees, and state
and federal government agen-
cies. The Directory also provides
information about the major sci-
ence and mathematics education
activities of these organizations.

The Directory is published
each year by the Office of Sci-
ence and Technology Education
and is sent to individuals and
organizations at no charge. If
you would like to receive a copy
of AAAS Science Education Di-
rectory 1988 write to the AAAS
Office of Science and Technolo-
gy Education.

Role Models
Sought

As part of its ongoing “Link-
ages” project, the Office of Op-
portunities in Science (OOS)
will publish a booklet featuring
disabled scientists and engineers
who are members of minority
groups. The booklet will include
individuals in all fields of sci-
ence, engineering, and comput-
er science and will offer role
models to a group of often over-
looked young people.

The Linkages Project, funded
by Carnegie Corporation of
New York, seeks to link commu-
nity-based advocacy and service
groups with scientists and engi-
neers, both as individuals and
through their associations, to
improve the mathematics and
science education of young peo-

ple who are female or who have
physical disabilities or who are
members of racial and ethnic
groups that are underrepresent-
ed in the sciences.

The booklet on minority sci-
entists and engineers with dis-
abilities will be distributed by
community-based organizations
and others to precollege stu-
dents. If you or a colleague
would like to be included in the
booklet, please contact Judy
Kass, Project on Science, Tech-
nology, and Disability, Office of
Opportunities in Science, at the
AAAS address or call 202-326-
6667.

New Art Show
Opens

A new exhibition, “Pat Ad-
ams: Circles, Spheres, and Oth-
er Correspondences,” is opening
on 5 April 1988 at the AAAS
headquarters in Washington.

Adams, who works in mixed
media, employs circles as her
theme in paintings that draw on
astronomy and geology as well
as geometry. Her paintings have
been exhibited in galleries
throughout this country and
abroad. Since 1964 Adams has
been on the faculty of Benning-
ton College.

“Circles, Spheres, and Other
Correspondences” will be on
display at AAAS from 5 April to
10 June. AAAS members who
travel to Washington are en-
couraged to stop by the head-
quarters building and see the

exhibit which is part of the As-
sociation’s Art of Science and
Technology Program.

The exhibition was organized
by the New York Academy of
Sciences with funding from
Novo Industri A/S of Denmark.
The show is appearing at AAAS
through the courtesy of the
New York Academy of Sciences.
For more information about the
Art of Science and Technology
Program, contact Virginia Stern
at the AAAS address.

Ethics in Graduate
Education Studied

A new study on the profes-
sional values and ethical issues in
the graduate education of scien-
tists and engineers is being initi-
ated by the Acadia Institute of
Bar Harbor, Maine, with sup-
port from the National Science
Foundation. The study aims to
identify how graduate students
and faculty perceive ethical is-
sues and what reference points
and resources these young pro-
fessionals and trainees draw
upon to address ethical prob-
lems. The project is being co-
sponsored by the AAAS Com-
mittee on Scientific Freedom
and Responsibility, the Council
of Graduate Schools, and Sigma
Xi, the Scientific Research Soci-
ety.

The study is intended to pro-
vide a data-based understanding
of the professional values being
developed by the next genera-
tion of scientists and engineers
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