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Response:  Shapiro, Evans, and Shapiro
point out complexity in the construct of
control, correctly noting that there are dif-
ferent types of control, and they argue for
conceptual and empirical rigor. While there
is undoubtedly need for clarity, I am not
confident that the several distinctions
among types of control that Shapiro et al.
propose have been shown to have significant
heuristic value in generating research ques-
tions. One must be careful not to overem-
phasize the importance of differentiation of
terms and concepts when indeed there may
be fewer, rather than more, underlying con-
structs in this area. This remains an empiri-
cal question, however, and one that most
urgently needs to be addressed.

Shapiro et al. comment on the distinction
between control-enhancing interventions
offered by the environment and self-control
strategies. They discuss impairment of self
control as an essential feature of many clini-
cal problems, for example, obesity, bulimia,
and alcoholism, and cite weak results from
the use of self-management strategies in
these areas. These data are then used to
imply that self-control interventions may
not work. One must be careful, however, to
separate studies of clinical populations from
studies of normative samples, for example,
the aged or children, who may suffer an
impairment in control because of develop-
mental stage and environmental change. In
addition, many clinical disorders have been
intractable after self-control interventions,
not because of problems with self-manage-
ment as an intervention strategy, but be-
cause they often have a large genetic contri-
bution and involve a heavy burden of bio-
logical change once the disorder is initiated
(1). Control-relevant intervention may not
work where biological and genetic factors
influence the disorder. Indeed, I have ar-
gued that teaching self-management strate-
gies in these domains can convey an implicit
message of personal blame for the cause of
the disorder, leading to feelings of shame
and reduced ability to exercise control (2).
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The study of control in human popula-
tions is an exciting and timely one, especially
with increasing demonstrations of potential
health significance. Like Shapiro et 4., I
believe strongly that the time has come to
understand the underlying similarities and
dissimilarities among the various constructs
that have been used in the control literature.
These are not context-free evaluations, how-
ever; setting accounts for a substantial por-
tion of the variance when studying the
construct of control. As Bandura (3) has
suggested, individuals with a high degree of
self-efficacy still can recognize when there
are no response-outcome contingencies, that
is when events in the environment are un-
controllable by anyone, despite the individ-
ual’s own sense of personal mastery.

JuprTH RODIN
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Yale University,
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Comparison of High Schools

Luther B. Otto’s review (11 Sept., p.
1357) of Public and Private High Schools: The
Impact of Communities by James S. Coleman
and Thomas Hoffer does not stress a prob-
lem presented by overall comparisons of
public with private and Roman Catholic
high schools. It is easy to make a case for
private and Roman Catholic schools if one
does not take into consideration the superb
records of selected public schools.

The public high schools welcome students
of all sorts to the extent that the students can
meet current standards of admission. Public
schools are required to be as inclusive as
possible. The students in public high schools
in such choice areas as Short Hills or Madi-
son, New Jersey, however, have records of
accomplishment that go well beyond those
of students in the local Roman Catholic
schools.

To compare these school systems without
reference to class and area is like treating
statistics on elephants, dogs, and cats as
comparable.

ALFRED McCLUNG LEE

Graduate School and University Center,
City University of New York,

New York, NY 10036-8099 and

Drew University, Madison, NJ 07940

Tinr Flow
Metering
Pumps
With AC
Blotor

Those handy little
RH pump heads
for piddling
flow rates
now come
packaged
with their own
synchronous
AC motor
drive. Each has

an RH miniature
pump head and
totally enclosed
three-speed motor
drive assembly. This
provides a choice of
150, 300 or 600 piston
strokes per minute by
means of a safe and
simple belt change
arrangement. Motor
can be stalled in-
definitely without
overheating!

Pumps plug into standard 110-volt, 60-Hz
three-prong sockets. Are steplessly
adjustable even while running from zero to
maximum flow rate by means of
calibrated control ring. Are reversible
while operating. And have the exceptional
chemical resistance of alumina ceramic
and fluorocarbon in the wetted stream.
Compression fittings at the ports accept
1/4 inch O.D. standard laboratory tubing.
Pressures to 50 psi at low flows, to 20 psi
at any flow.

Repeat accuracy to better than 1%!

Model RHSYOCKC $400
Max flow rate: 7.5 mi/min at 150 SPM,
15 mi/min at 300 SPM,
30 mil/min at 600 SPM

Model RHSY1CKC $400
Max flow rate: 15 mi/min at 150 SPM,
30 mi/min at 300 SPM,
60 mi/min at 600 SPM

Avaliable from stock for immediate ship-
ment. Write or call for Catalog RP401 —
the FMI LAB PUMP STORY.

CALL

TOLL-FREE
800-223-3388
A ST

o

Lab

Modet AHSY
notnar fine pUmP
product o =
IO,
gﬂngq.llf .

Lise wan?

@ FLUID METERING, INC.

£  P.0.Box 179, 29 Orchard Street
Oyster Bay, New York 11771
Telex 5101001281 / FAX 516-624-8261

it

Circle No. 221 on Readers’ Service Card





