AAAS News

Science Museums

and AAAS

Members

EMBERS of the AAAS
in Boston, Philadel-
phia, Pittsburgh, and

Seattle are joining the ranks of
volunteers at their local science
museums. As part of the Associ-
ation’s Science and Technology
Centers Project, member-volun-
teers contribute their energies
and expertise to benefit public
understanding of science and
technology.

Ties with scientists are be-
coming increasingly important
to science museums. AAAS
members, with their diverse in-
terests and specialities, can offer
valuable input to the operation
of accurate, quality programs.

To initiate the Project at Phil-
adelphia’s Franklin Institute, a
reception for new AAAS volun-
teers was held “under the stars”
in the newly renovated mathe-
matics and astronomy exhibits.
AAAS members signed up for
activities such as serving on a
lecture series committee, updat-
ing staff groups on scientific
topics, occasionally consulting
in a specific field, and being
weekday volunteers.

Responding to an inquiry
from Buhl Science Center in
Pittsburgh, AAAS volunteers
found themselves participating
in the Project as science fair
judges and working as exhibit
“explainers” on National Sci-
ence and Technology Week pro-
grams. In the future, the volun-
teers may be called upon to pro-
vide staff enrichment and devel-
opment, teach science classes,
work with the planetarium/as-
tronomy program, consult on
publications, or give scientific
and technical advice on exhibit
development for Buhl’s new sci-
ence center, targeted for com-
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pletion in 1989.

Boston’s Museum of Science
and Seattle’s Pacific Science
Center are beginning their proj-
ects with a survey of AAAS
members in their respective ar-
cas. Both programs are expected
to be well under way this fall.

Three areas in which volun-
teers may be placed at the Bos-
ton Museum of Science are in
interpretation tours, lectures/re-
source/special events, and a new
Science-By-Mail program which
will fill requests from Massachu-
setts area school children for
special science activity packets
and have actual scientists pro-
vide answers to scientific ques-
tions. The Museum is looking
forward to welcoming AAAS
members during the 1988 An-
nual Meeting, to be held 11 to
15 February in Boston.

Pacific Science Center volun-
teers may help with similar ac-
tivities, such as being a “science
explainer,” planning the muse-
um’s science showcase lecture
series, consulting on specific
topics, providing staff enrich-
ment and development, or pre-
paring exhibit interpretation
guidebooks.

Occasionally, “special events”
are held in cooperation with
participating museums. Some
recent events include a “Struc-
tures Exhibit” viewing in con-
junction with the North Caroli-
na Museum of Life and Sci-
ence’s 40th anniversary in Dur-
ham, and a public lecture on
acid rain by AAAS volunteer
David Gates, director of the
University of Michigan’s Bio-
logical Station, at Cranbrook In-
stitute of Science located outside
Detroit in Bloomfield Hills.

For the second year, the

Election Ballots Are in the Mail

Ballots for the 1987 AAAS election are in the mail
Members will vote for a new President-Elect, two seats on the
Board of Directors, four positions on the Committee on
Nominations, various Electorate officers, and on a proposed
amendment to the AAAS constitution. Members not current-
ly enrolled in an Electorate (voting section) will also have the
opportunity to choose one of the 22 discipline-oriented
sections as their Electorate. Sections promote the work of the
Association in the various fields and arrange programs for
presentation at AAAS meetings. All members are encouraged
to participate actively in Association affairs by voting in the
election and enrolling in an Electorate.

Defective ballots should be returned to Linda McDaniel at
the AAAS Executive Office so that replacements can be sent;
the voter’s name and address should be included. The enve-
lope enclosed with the election mailing should not be used to

return defective ballots.

AAAS and the Chicago Muse-
um of Science and Industry co-
sponsored a “Dialogue with the
Laureates.” Two 1986 Ameri-
can Nobel laureates in the sci-
ences, Dudley R. Herschbach
and Yuan T. Lee, both chemis-
try prizewinners, described their
work for those present and were
honored at an awards dinner.
Donald N. Langenberg, mem-
ber, AAAS Board of Directors,
and Walter E. Massey, AAAS
president-elect, presided over
the ceremonies.

A series of Project Resource
Sheets  describing  museums’
experience with special constitu-
encies is being published. The
first issue on accessibility of mu-
seum exhibits and programs to
disabled users is available upon
request to the Project. The sec-
ond Resource Sheet, focusing on
disabled persons as an untapped
source of museum volunteers,
will be published soon. Subse-
quent issues will address similar
topics on the role of women and
minorities in museums.

To encourage working part-
nerships, the Project needs both
interested AAAS members and
science museums. Currently, 12
science centers participate. In
addition to those mentioned
above, the Project includes the
Capital Children’s Museum,
Washington, D.C.; the Explora-
torium, San Francisco; Fern-
bank Science Center, Atlanta;

New York Hall of Science,
Queens; and Oregon Museum
of Science and Industry, Port-
land.

With support from the Na-
tional  Science  Foundation,
AAAS wants to expand the Proj-
ect in 1987-88 with four addi-
tional science centers. The selec-
tions will be made by 1 Novem-
ber 1987. Interested museums
should contact Patricia S. Cur-
lin, ‘project manager, at the
AAAS address or call 202-326-
6600.

Parricia S. CURLIN
Public Sector Programs

Also, Special
Museum Benefits
to AAAS Members

AAAS is pleased to announce
that four of the nation’s most
outstanding science and tech-
nology museums are now offer-
ing discounted membership to
AAAS members: The Explora-
torium in San Francisco, The
Franklin Institute in Philadel-
phia, The Pacific Science Center
in Seattle, and The Museum of
Science and Industry in Chica-
go. This new benefit to AAAS
members is the result of increas-
ing cooperation between AAAS
and science and technology cen-
ters around the nation, as the
Association works toward its
goal of increasing public under-
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standing of science.

AAAS members in the greater
San Francisco Bay area will re-
ceive a $5 discount on individ-
ual and family membership at
The Exploratorium, a museum
of science, art, and human per-
ception that has attained an in-
ternational reputation for its un-
usual exhibits. Membership in-
cludes free admission, a sub-
scription to the award-winning
Explovatorium Quarterly maga-
zine, discounts on purchases at
the Exploratorium Store, free
admission to 60 science muse-
ums around the country and
overseas, and reserved hours and
discounted admission for the fa-
mous Tactile Dome, a dark laby-
rinth of adventure where only
your sense of touch guides you.

AAAS members in the greater
Philadelphia area will receive a
15 percent discount on mem-
bership at The Franklin Insti-
tute, the nation’s first science
museum, which is still new and
changing. The Franklin Institute
offers four floors of exhibits, in-
cluding new exhibits on me-
chanics, optics, aviation, and
computers, as well as a planetar-
ium which is one of the most
advanced facilities in the coun-
try. Membership includes un-
limited free admission to the
museum and planetarium; sub-
scription to two publications,
Events and The Franklin Institute
News; discounts on workshops,
computer courses, and Museum
Store purchases; reciprocal free
admission to other outstanding
science museums across the na-

tion; invitations to special lec-
tures, trips, previews, and more.

The Pacific Science Center is
offering a 10 percent discount to
AAAS members in the Pacific
Northwest. This six-building
complex, originally designed as
the U.S. Pavillion for the 1962
World’s Fair, includes more
than 50,000 square feet of exhi-
bition space containing more
than 200 “hands-on” exhibits
that stimulate the senses, mind,
and imagination. Membership
includes a full year of unlimited
admission, guest privileges, free
passes to each new IMAX fea-
ture film, and many other bene-
fits including travel opportuni-
ties, a monthly newsletter, and
exclusive member events.

Chicago area members con-
tinue to receive a 10 percent
discount on membership at The
Chicago Museum of Science
and Industry, one of the nation’s
oldest and largest science muse-
ums. Membership includes free
admission to all the special ex-
hibits; vouchers for each Omni-
max Theatre presentation; dis-
counts on educational programs
and Museum Store purchases;
special invitations to previews
and events; and a subscription
to the museum’s Progress maga-
zine.

Members in all of these cities
should be on the lookout for
more information coming in the
mail this month. Or, contact the
Membership Department  at
your local science museum for
further details.

AAAS is working to extend

this new museum benefit to
many other science and technol-
ogy centers around the nation.
Watch “AAAS News” for fur-

ther announcements.
MARLENE ZENDELL
Membership Office

Call for
Nominations, 1988
General Election

The Committee on Nomina-
tions will meet this fall to select
candidates for the 1988 election.
The Committee invites AAAS
members to submit nomina-
tions, including self-nomina-
tions, for the positions of Presi-
dent-Elect and members of the
Board of Directors.

Current Board members are
listed on the contents page of
Science. Candidates for terms to
start on 16 February 1988 are
listed in the 5 June 1987 issue.

Nominations should be sent
to Marge White at the AAAS
Executive Office no later than 2
October 1987. Each nomina-
tion must be accompanied by a
curriculum vitae of the proposed
candidate.

Science and Art
Program-—An
Update

The AAAS Science and Art
Program was established in
1985 when the Association
moved to its new headquarters
building. The program is dedi-

cated to presenting to the AAAS
community and the general
public science-related art of all
kinds. Its goal is to display work
that reflects the interaction of
science and art in both contem-
porary art and historical materi-
als.

Currently on display at AAAS
(15 July to 12 September) is a
photography collection entitled
“Faces of Our People: Nicara-
gua and West Virginia.” The
show, by photographer Ric
MacDowell, features photo-
graphs of the peoples of West
Virginia and Nicaragua. Also at
AAAS (from 6 August to 30
October) is an exhibition of sci-
entific illustrations. This is the
second year that AAAS has
shown works by members of the
Guild of Natural Science Illus-
trators. Subjects range from fos-
sil remains to the frontiers of
space.

A recent exhibit was “The
Sculpture of Dickson Carroll,”
(19 May to 10 July). Carroll’s
show ranged from sculptural
furniture and architectural mod-
els for fantasy structures to a
wall mobile alluding to the
world of music.

Coming later this month (22
September to 1 December) will
be “The Layering of Elements:
Sculpture in Stone and Glass by
Jerry Carter.” Working with the
materials of the traditional mo-
saicist, Carter creates modern

‘sculpture that is concerned with

20th-century concepts. In his
three-dimensional works, undu-
lating surfaces and glass tesserai
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News," write to the appropri-
ate office, AAAS, 1333 H
Street, NW, Washington,
D.C. 20005, unless other-
wise indicated.
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